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INTRODUCTION

We deem it a proud privilege to have been
given the rare opportunity of presenting
this eventful volume on the happy occca-
sion of the 75th Birthday celebrations of
Professor N. G. Rangaji the Father of Peasant
Movement. Rangaji belongs to the galaxy of
national leaders like Gandhiji, Sardar Patel,
Pandit Nehru, Rajaji, Subhas Chandra Bose,
and Prak=sametc who have sacrificed theirall
for their country. He is a patriot of inter-
national fame with a magnanimous heart big
enough to welcome and appreciate every honest
and self-less worker and colleague.

We are aware of our shortcomings in the
discharge of the omnerous duty of editing
such an important volume as this but we are
emboldened to undertake the responsibility
without hesitation on account of the encou-
ragement we received from the celebrations
committee, headed by its President Sri Kanji-
malla Butchaiah for longan M.L.A., and ins-
Piration arising from the messages and con-
tributions of so many distinguished public
men.

We thank all those who have favoured us
with their kind blessings, messages and good
wishes and especially all those who have
contributed their valuable articles in so
short a time.

We have also to thank the printers
Messrs. Vani Press, Vijayawada-2, and the
management of Messrs. SarvodayaPress, Pata.



mata, Vijayawada.6, for the interest and care
they have taken in printing the volume,
putting aside all their other work.

Our thanks are also due to Sri Kavuri
Subbarao and Sri PingaliParnachandrarao for
having helped us with their ready and volun-
tary assistance 1in correcting the manus-
cripts and proofs.

We take this opportunity to pray God the
Almighty to showsr his choicest blessings on
Rangaji and grant him the full span of heal-
thy and enthusiastic 1ife to contine to serve
the masses and the oppressed to his heart’s
content. '

Vijayawada B. SATYANARAYANA
7th Novr., 1974 R; D. PRABHAKARA RAC
G, NAGESWARA RAO
Editors.
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PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT
Rashtrapati Bhavan
NEW DELHI-110004
No, F. 2-M|74 September 23, 1974

Dear Shri Butchaiah,

The President thanks you for your
letter of the 29th August, 1974. He
offers his felicitations to Professor
N. G. Ranga on the occasion of his
75th birthday and wishes him many
more years of useful life in +the
service of the nation.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) A,M, ABDUL HAMID,



Phone : 4127

V.V. GIRI *@IRIJA™
1, Third Block, Jayanagar
BANGALORE-560011"
September 3, 1974

Dear Sir.

I am very happy to know that
you have decided to celebrate the
75th Birthday of Prof. N. G. Ranga,
one of my most dearest of friends.
We 1led both labour and peasant
movements in India respectively and
today they have come to stay. During
decades of public lirfe Professor
has endeared himself to the Nation
as a selfless leader and worker.
Smt. Bharati Ranga was a most
valuable partner of his in life to
assist him in his noble work. Her
demise early in life is a great loss
not only to Prof. Ranga but to the
Country as a whole. Inspite of his
old age Prof. Ranga wants to conti-
nue to render service to India and
humanity as long as he lives. I wish
and pray that he finish the century
so that his service may be available
to the Country.

Yours sincerely,

(8d) V. V. GIR1



Director (Information) Prime Minister’s Secretariat
NEW DELHI-11
6 (11) ] 74 - PMP September 5, 1974

Dear Sir,

The Prime Minister thanks you
for your letter of August 29. She
is glad to know that you plan to
honour Prof. N. G. Ranga on hie

75th birthday. She wishes success
to your efforts.

She will personally convey her
greetings to Prof. Ranga.

Yours faithfully,

(8d.,) H. Y. SHARADA PRASAD



Vice-President’s Secretarlat

NEW DELHI
September 18, 1974

Dear Sir,

The Vice-President is glad to
know that you are bringing out a
Souvenir on the occasion of the 75th
Birth Day Celebrations of Ryot
Bandhava Professor N. G. Ranga on the
7th November, 1974. He sends his best
wishes for the success of the Publi-
cation.

Yours faithfully,

(8d.) V. PHADKE
Secretary to Vice-President,



Dr. G.S. DHILLON SPEAKER'S HOUSE

(20 Akbar Road)
Speaker, Lok Sabha NEW DELHI

September 5, 1974

MESSAGE

Professor N. G. Ranga is one of
our stalwart freedom fighters. His
passion for freedom is only equalled
by his desire to serve the peasants
and kisans of this country. Wherever
he has been and whatever position he
has held, he has always advocated
the cause of the farmers. I have
seen him at close quarters #s a
prarliamentarian. Sincere and dedi-
cated, unassuming and simple, he
was an astute parliamentarian. I
Jjoin you all in wishing him many
happy returns of the day.

(Sd.) G.S. DHILLON



GOVERNOR OF TAMILNADU RAJ BHAVAN
Truth alone Triumphs MADRAS-600 022
- 2nd September 1974

MESSAGE

I offer my warmest greetings
to Professor N. G. Ranga on the
occasion of his 75th birthday and

wish him many happy returns of the
daye

(Sd) K. K, SHAH



GOVERNOR OF KARNATAKA RAJ BHAVAN
BANGALORE
14th September 1974

Dear Shri Kandimalla Butchaiah,

I have received your 1letter
dated the 12th September 74 and I am
glad to learn that it is proposed to
celebrate the 75th Birthday of Prof.
N. G. Ranga on the 7th November and
that to commemorate the occasion, a
souvenir is also proposed to be
published.

I wish him long life.

Yours sincerely,

«5d.) MOHANLAL SUKHADIA



MINISTER OF DEFENCE, INDJ A
NEW DELHI
September 6, 1974

Professor N. G. Ranga has been a
dedicated servant of the people and
particularly the kisans. He has been
a great patriot and a person gifted
with rare qualities of leadership.
His character, integrity and honesty
have earned for him the loyalty of
his followers. Let wus recall his
great services on the occasion of
his 75th birthday. We wish him many
more years of active 1life in the
service of the nation. -

(Sd.) JAGJIVAN RAM



J. B. KRIPALAN' Phone = 74349

A-4 Sarvodaya Enclave, Srl Aurobindo Marg,

27th September *74,
NEW DELHI-17. P

I understand that friends of
Prof. N.G.Ranga are celebrating his
75th Birthday.I am happy to associate
myself with it. Prof. Ranga has been
a brave and intrepid fighter in our
freedom struggle and has suffered
much in course of the long history of
our independent movement.

In Andhra Pradesh, he is a symbol
of peasants and labour movement. He
has always espoused the cause of the
down-trodden. His services to the
country are invaluable. It is the
fitness of things that his friends
and countrymen should honour him on
this auspicious occasion of his 75th
Birthday. I send him my warm greet.
ings. May he live long to serve the
country.

(Sd.) J. B. KRIPALANI



HOUSE OF LORDS, WESTMINISTER

FENNER BROCKWAY 26-9-74

Dear Mr. Butchaiah,

I am glad to associate myself
with a host of others in a message of
goodwill to Professor Ranga onhis
75th birthday and to take the oppor-
tunity to thank him for all he has
done for the people of India during
these years.

He has follcwed the Gandhi tradi-
tions of identifying himself with
those who suffermost in our society
of inequalities, the Harijans and the
peasants. He struggled mnobly for
India’s political independence, but
saw that national freedom was not
enough. The freedom of people from
grinding poverty and the winning of
equalicy of status for the lowest
were needed for true emancipation.
He has devoted himself unstintly to
these purposes over a long life, and
even now is giving himself to the
cause of democratic socialism to be
achieved without violence. That is a
Himalian task and lesser souls would
have shrunk from it. It is a measure
of Ranga’s greatness that still in
his 75th year he should dedicate him-
self to it.

(Sd.) FENNER BROCKWAY,



MINISTER
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI
October, 5, 1974

It is but right that we celebrate
the 75th Birthday Anniversary of Acharya
Ranga. His has been a maifold career. But I
believe that his place in history is ensured
by one cardinal fact-more than any other that
he was one of the first to rouse the political
consciousness of our slumbering peasantry
especially in Andhra Pradesh. It is no small
matter that for well over half a centry a man
of his stature could dedicate his entire
time for the upliftment and the welfare of
the toiling masses., His zeal for public life
is unlimited and if some times there were
breaks in his parlimentary career, such
breaks only spurred him on to further
¢ffpastures green®’

With such background of sincerity
and unimpeachable integrity, had he also in
hima bit of a calculating politician, his
public life might have been different; but he
has been too transparent for that-candid to
the extreme. His 1life has been a shining
example of unselfish endeavour and forth-



right behaviour. And it might be well said
of him ¢¢hiswas a soul fired with zeal, his
was a heart full of compassion and his was
amind intensely devoted to the problems
of the peasants and the poor.??

May God Almighty give himmany more

years of 1life so that his wunfinished
destiny may yet fully unfold itself.

(Sd,) K. RAGHURAMAIAH



MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
Government of India

NEW DELHI1-110001
No, 259|M (A)/74-VIP-(1) 7th September 1974

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the
75th Birthday of Professor N. G.
Ranga is proposed to be celebrated
on November 7 1974 at Chilaka-
luripet, Guntur District, Andhra
Pradesh and that a Souvenir is also
to be published on this happy
occasion.

T wish the celebrations all
success and take this opportunity
to pay my respects to a great
patriot.

(8d.) C: SUBRAMANIAM



MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS
INDIA

6. Janpath,

NEW DELHI-11
Dt, September 21, 1974

MESSAGE

The golden chapter of ‘Freedom?’ in the
history of our country is replete with
instances of glorious deeds by her heroic
sons who, imbibed with a spirit of sacri-
rice selfless service and patriotvic zeal,
laid down their lives at the altar of Mother-
land to free her from the shackles of fore-
ign yoke. 1n this saga of relentless
bravery, Andhras played a singular role
under the leadership of Andhra Xesari
Prakasam Pantulu who waged a grim battle
against the mighty forces of British Empire
with the aid of several lieutenants, Shri
Ranga’s contribution towards political
awakening of themasses in the rural areas
is by no means insignificant and in the
process, he identified himself fully with
the aspirations and ambitions of the
agricultural community.

Politically, I have had long asso-
ciation with Professor Ranga, whn still
lives in our midst as the representative o,
the hoary past. It is, therefore, fitting
that a Committee should be formed to cele—
brate his 75th birthday. I hope this occa-
sion would serve revive happy memories of
the freedom struggle and provide some
glimpses of the exploits of our veterans to
the younger generation.

I wish the celebrations success and
Acharya Ranga many more jyears of useful
public service.

(38d.) K, BRAHMANANDA REDDI



J. Yengala Rao Government of Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister HYDERABAD
Dated 10-9-74

" CRUSADER OF UNDERDOG "

I send my warm felicitations and
fraternal greetings to the 75th
Birthday celebrations of Prof N. G.
Ranga at Chilakaluripet on November
7, 1974. OSri Ranga Garu’s services
to the Country in general and to the
Kisan Community in particular in this
part of the Country need, perhaps,
no over—-emphasis here. He has, all
these long years, been a Champion
of the Kisan and a crusader of the
underdog of the community.

May his services be available
to the Nation in the crucial years
ahead. I wish Prof. Ranga Garu many
happy returns of the day.

(Sd,) J. VENGALA RAO



M. V. KRISHNA RAO HYDERABAD
Minister for Education Dated 8-9-74

Dear Shri Butchaiah Garu,

It gives me great pleasure to
learn that you propos= to celebrate
the 75th Birthday of Prof. Ranga
on the 7th of November, 1974 at
Chilakaluripet. An elderly Sctates-
man, Acharya Ranga has devoted his
life time in the cause of the
Nation. A veteran freedom fighter,
his services to the people in gene-
ral and ryots in particular which
rightly earned him the title ¢Ryot
Bandhava’ will be gratefully remem-
bered by one and all. Whatever his
political ideologies might be he is
a' crusader for the cause of his
conviction. A respected leader of
Andhras, all of us wish him many
more years of service to the people
and it is our earnest prayer
that he would live long to enable us to
celebrate his hundredth birthday
too., His dedicated service to the
Country should inspire the younger
generation to emulate himin selfless
service and sacrifice in thecreation
of anew social order for which great
men of this Country worked and died.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(5d.) M. V. KRISHNA RAO



K. KAMARAJ Phone : 441373
8, TTRUMALAI PILLAI ROAD,
MADRAS-600017
10th Sept. ‘74

Dear friend,

Iamin receipt of your letter
of 29-8-74. I am glad to learn that
the 75th Birthday of Prof. N. G. Ranga
is to be celebrated. I send my hearty
good wishes for the function.

I pray the Lord to bless Prof,
Rangawitha long life to enable him
to continue to serve the country
nobly.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(8d.) K; KAMARAJ



2 310851 .
Telephone : } 310442 Telegrams : CONGRESS

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE
7 Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi-1

ASOKA MEHTA September 3, 1974,
PHESIDENT
MIC/9164

Dear Friend,

I am happy to know that your
Committee is celebrating the 75th
birthday of Ryot Bandhava Prof.
N.G. Ranga on November 7, 1974 at
Chilakaluripeta, Guntur Dt. (A.P.).
T amalso happy that you are bringing
out a Souvenir. on this occasion.

I wish the celebrations all success.

Yours sincerely,

(8d,) ASOKA MEHTA



GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

K. RAJAMALLU prones OFF ¢ 33790
Minister for Health and Medical Res 1 34449
HYDERABAD

Dated 10-9-74

Dear Shri Butchaiah Garu,

I indeed feel very happy to
note that the 75th Birthday celebra-
tions of Professor Ryot Bhandhava Sri
N. G. Ranga are going to take place on
7th Nov. 1974, T amsure the function
will be celebrated on a grand scale
befitting the o01ld patriot of our
State. I wish him many more happy
years and good health,

1l wishall success.

Yours sincerely,

(8d.) K: RAJAMALLU



COVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

Dr, Ch, DEVANANDA RAO HYDERABAD
Minister for Tourlem Dated 10-9-7T4

Extremely happy to learn that
the 756thbirth anniversaryof Acharya
RangaJi will be celebrated on 7a1l.?74
at Chilakaluripet. Prof.Ranga belongs
to the o0ld guard of the nationlist
movement. He dedicated his life for
the upliftment and cause of the far-
mers, agriculturists etc. I wish him
many happy returns and pray Lord to
bless himwith gocd health, long 1life
and prosperity to continue to serve
the people of this State in parti-
cular and the nation in general.

(Sd,) CH, DEVANANDA RAO



pr. RAM SUBHAG SINGH Phone : 580

Ex-Min'ster for Rallways ARRAH
{Bihar)
21-10-1974

My Dear Sri Butchaiahji,

Thank you for your letter of 18th Sep-
tember.

I amvery happy to know that the pecple
of Chilakaluripeta have organized a Celebra-
tions Committee to celebrate the 75th birth-
day of Prof. N. G. Ranga, a noted kisan leader
of this country. His has been a life of devo-
tion ani dedication to the cause of the coun-
try and, particularly the Indian Peasantry.

As a leader of the Indian National Con-
gress, he took active part in the Freedom
Movements and suffered a lot for that which
included various terms of imprisonment.
Even when he was fighting for India’s freedom
he was applying his mind for imprving the
Peasants®’ conditions by trying to organize
them on sound footing. He has served the All
India Kisan Sabha both as Secretary and Pre-
sident. Throughout India he is as famous as
friend, guide and philosopher.



Prof. Ranga®s keén interest in the
field of co-operatives is very widely known
bothnationally and internationally.

His life as a parliamentarian has equ-
ally been very succ¢essful. He is noted for
his debating skill and parliamentary perfor=-
wance of very high order.

Prof. Ranga got thedistinctionof being
on the highest bodies of both the Congress

and the Congress Party in Parliament. He has
travelled widely in the world. He is one of

the most experienced leaders of India.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) RAM SUBHAG



K. SUBBA RAC Tel No. 51774
7, Rest House Crescent,
BANGALORE-1
26th October 1974,

My dear Shri Ranga garu,

May God bless you with long and
healthy life to enable yoru to serve the
people to the best of your lights.

My wife conveys her regards to
you.
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Sd,) K. SUBBA RAO
Retd, Chief Fustice, Supreme Court of India

ALL INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE,

NEW DELHI
Dt 20th October. 1974

Dear Shri Butchaiah Garu,

Thank you very much for your let-
ter of 3lst August, 1974. I amvery
happy to note that you are celebra-
ting Prof. N. G. Ranga’s 7S5th birthday
in a fitting manner. I wish your func.
tion all success. May God bless him
with a long, healthy and happy life
to continue with his purposeful life.

With best wishes,

Youras sincerely,
(Sd) K. LAKSHMI RAGHU RAMAIAH



P. VAMAN RAO

Formerly of *'The Hindu''

¢¢His name is a byword for the effort to
amsliorate the condition of the Kisan’’.
This Celebrationis ¢¢the spontaneous recog-
intion of one’s services by the people that
counts and not any conferment fromabove??.
¢¢In the political life of India, there have
been quite a few dedicated couple but rarely
one came across an ideal pair devoted to
each cther and so completely integrated as
the Rangas.’?

I can recollect the greatv regard that
the late Khasa Subbarao had for Rangaji and
Bharati Devi Ranga. Duringhis close associ-
ation with Rajaji, both of them had come
closer in addition to their friendship dur-
ing the freedom struggle®”’.

I relished readirghisbeautiful deszc-
riptions of Rajasthan Jain temples and Anda-
mans and valuable correspondence between
him and other leaders in his book ¢<¢AGONY
AND SOLACE’?

( Adapted from his personal letter of 26-10-1974, )



TENNETI VISWANATHAM Phone : 3566

VISAKHAPATNAM-2
Date 13-10-1974.

Dear Shri Butchaiah garu,

Your kind letter of 31st August
regarding Rangaji’s Birth Day Cele-
brations. He does deserve the cele-
brations more than any other in this
part of India. His has been a dedi-
cated life for the betterment of the
poor and downtrodden. His role in all
movements of national significance
has always been notable. May he live
in health and vigour until his span of
life reaches a Hundred and continue
his work for us all.

With regards.

Yours sincerely,

(5d.) TENNETI VISWANATHAM



FERENC NAGY Tel, 703 | 437 3730

Former Prime Minlster of Hungary 246 - Flden Street
Prestdent, Internaticnal Feasant Unlon HERNDON, Virginia-22070
Oct, 10, 1974

Dear friends,

I have Just received the message, sent
to the late Mr. Soumar that you are preparing
the birthday c:2lebrations of my old friend
Prof. N.G.Ranga.

0, how much I would like to be ther: with
all of you at that great and glorious occa-
sion. Howmuch I would 1like to embrace him
with joy and tears. But distance and circum-
stances created by history prevent me to be
with you personally. Writing is the only
way to join you and add my feelings to your
expression of joy and greatfulness.

The first thing I would 1like to say:
Thank you Rangaji! Thanz you for your life
which you have given entirely to the cause of
the most abandoned, neglected and exploited
stratumn o mankind, the peasantry.

Thank you far your great fight for the
freedom of oppressed peoples all over the
world. Far away from your beloved India, the
Hungarian and other East Central European
peoples never will forget how often you
raised your voice for their freedom and
national independence.



Thank youfor yourassociation with the
International PeasantUnion, the free repre-
sentation of the dying East-Central Euro-
pean peasantry. I thank you for this also
in the name of the Late Dimitrow, Macet,
Mikebricik and the rest of the friends who
already left us to continue their dream of
freedom and their native land, in foreign
soil.

Your consis:ent fight for freedom for
the oppressed, econ)mic betvterment for the
poor, social Justice for the condemned,
elevated you among the great champions of
progress tor mankina.

Twenty years ago I had the privilege to
participate in your fifty-fifth birthday
celebrations in Vijayawada with our mutual
friend Michael Hogya. Througa my t=sars I
saw the expression of love and confidenceon
the faces of tens of thousands of your people,
They were praying for your strength and
health to be able to continue your fight for
them.

God has answerel their prayer, giving
two more decades for your blessed work., They
are praying again and I pray with themfor
your and for all your beloved reopls ani
for your great country, india.

With the old fFriendship and love.

(84.) FERENC NAGY



BANKING LAWS COMMITTEE

( Government of India )
White House. 91-Walkeswar Road. Bombay-400005,

Chairman Chairman's Office :
Dr. P. V. RAJAMANNAR 9, Victoria Crescent Road
Ex=Chief Justica, High Court of Madras. MADRAS-600008.

Date October, 12, 1974

Dear Shri Butchaiah,

I am happy to learn that the 75th Birth-
day of Prof. N.G. Ranga will be celebrated on
Novr. 7, 1974. I have always held of Prof.
Ranga in high esteem for several reasons-his
genuine and understanding sympathy with
rural population of our country and the
sincere work to further the cause cf the
agriculturist. Inspite of +the important
work he is extremely accessible and affable.
In my opinion, having regard to his public
service, he should have by now occupied a
very important place in the government of
our country. But these things do not go
entirely by merit. Please convey to him my
best wishes for a long life health and
strength.

Yours sincerely,

8d,) P, V. RAJAMANNAR



PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, LUDHIANA
No. VC. 741 3672
Dated the 24th September, 1974,

M. S, RANDHAWA OFFICE :
1. C S. Retd. D.fc..F N. 1. 5. 4. 1002 Sector 27-B
VICE-CHANCELLOR CHANDIGARH

My dear Shri Butchaiah,

Kindly refer to your letter dated
l6th September 1974. I am glad to
learn that you are celebrating the
75th Birthday of Professor N. G. Ranga
on November 7, 1974. I have great
personal regard for Prof. Ranga A
great leader of farmers, he under-
stands the problems of agriculture,
because he has practical experience,
and was born ina village. His pas-
sionate advocacy of their cause has
won my respect for him. I wish the
celebration success.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) M, S. RANDHAWA



Grams : ANNATIMUKA Telaphone: 811674

ANNA DRAVIDA MUNNETRA KAZHAGAM
{ Head Office )
156, Lloyds Road, Madras-14,

Dr. H. V. HANDE M. L. A. Dated 14-9-74
Secretary. Aona D, M, £ HQRS.

8, Nadamuni Naidu Street,

Madras-30, Phone : 661553,

My dear Mr. Kandimalla Butchaiahgaru,

Thank you very much for your letter
dated 29 8-74, I have had the privilege of
knowing Pr.f. N. G. Ranga intimately for the
past one decade. The sincerity with which he
approached any problem has always impres-
sed me and many of his friends. The facc that
he could not make substantial progress in the
political field as judged from conventional
stadards, is only a further proof that the
political arena in India has not yet begun
to treat honest oeople kindly. Prof. Ranga’s
devotion to the cause of the poor ryots is
only too well knownto need any mentioning.
Was it not late Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru who said in the parliament ¢¢As long
as Prof. N. G. Ranga is inthe parliament the
ryots can be confident of a spokeman for them
in the Parliament.’’ Prof, N.G. Ranga has alw-
ays reminded me of late revered Rajaji in his
championship of unpopular but worthy causes,
The countless political activities in which
I have had the good fortune of being associ-



ated with Prof. N. G, Ranga have left their
indelible impressions in my mind. Simple
in his habits, pleasing in his manners, affaa.
ble in his personality, Prof. N.G. Ranga has
become our family friend, philosopher and
guide, Sri N G. Ranga, professor of late
lamented Anna, is one of those few honest
politicians whose friendship will be peren-
nially cherished with pride, by many of us,
in this part of the world.

Iwish the function every success.
With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

Sd.) H; V, HANDE



SUCHETA J. B. KRIPALANI Risaw s T3¢9

A-4 Sarvodaya Enciave, Sr1 Aurobiado Marg,
t ‘74,
NEW DELHI-17, 27th September *74

Dear Shri Kandimalla Butchaiah,

You must have read in the paper
that Acharya Kripalani is very busy,
these days, with the people’s move-
ment that is being launched in Delhi.
Therefore, he has no tims to write an
article. However he is sending you
his good wishes on this auspicious
occasion of Prof. N. G. Ranga’s 75th
Birthday.

Yours sincerely,

{8a,) SUCHETA KRIPALANI



INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

Dr. C. D, DESHMUKH, ‘RACHANA'

FRESIDENT 2-2-1‘8;50 '
Jamia Osmania,

HY DERABAD-500007
September 24, 1974,

Dear Shri Butchaiah,

With reference to your letter
of the 16th September, 1974, I very
much regret my inability to attend the
celebrations or to accede to your

request for an article, as I have
been in rad health for over a year.
Smt. Durgabai and I send our
affectionate greetings and felicica-
tions to Prof. N. G. Ranga on this
auspicious occasion. We have always
held him in high esteem and great
regard.

Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) C. D, DESHMUKH



BHARAT KRISHAK SAMAJ

( Farmers® Forum, India)

Mr. M. S. ANVIKAR A=1, NIZAMUDDIN WEST
CHAIRMAN NEW DELHI-110013
DR. D. A. BHOLAY Phones : 619508 - 619713
SECRETARY - GENERAL Grams : FARMFORUM
Ref, No, A-S-AP-2/74/9/89 23rd September, 1974

My dear Mr. Butchaiah,

I am glad to hear that you are
bringing out a Special Souvenir on
the occasion of 75th Birthday of
Prof. N. G. Ranga which falls on 7th
November, 1974,

Prof. Ranga has been very inti-
mate friend and effective spokes.
man for the rural people of India
over a veryvery long time. His con-
tribution to the welfare of rural
people in general and farming commue
nity in particular are remembered by
all. Prof. Ranga very rightly com-
mands the respect and regard from all
rural people.

We wish Prof. Ranga a healthy
and long life to serve the rural com-
munity in India.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

(8d.) Dr, D. A. BHOLAY

General Secretary,



MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT NEW DELHI
(LOK SABHA) 19-10-1974

Dear Sir,

I hasten to send my felicita-
tions on the occasion of the celeb-
ration of the 75th birthday of Ryot
Bandhava Professor N. G. Ranga.

I cherish the friendship of Shri
Ranga as a precious experience. We
have differed sharply, bu: my admi-
ration for his personal qualities is
undimmed. He has been a rebel in
public life, almost a born non-con-
formist. Deep down in his heart, he
is a flaming patriot, devoted to
the principles he expouses. Even as
I have felt he was wrong, I have
known that his heart was on a right
side, which is on the left! I do wish

him long years of 1life which he can
only spend in the service of his

people. Oan his 75th birthday, I
salute one of the eminent personali-

ties of our time.

Yours truely,

(Sds) HIREN MUKERJEE



CHALLA SUBBARAYUDU “ RAGHAVA SADAN
Minister for Municipal Administration HY DERABAD-500004.

Dated 25-9-'74

Dear Sri Butchaiah,

I am happy to know that the 75th
Birth Day of Prof. N. G. Ranga is being

Celebrated on 7th November 1974, The
services rendered by Prof. Ranga for

the upliftment of the ryot popula-
tion is well-known.

I wish the function every success.

Yours sincerely,

\Sd,) C, SUBBARAYUDU



Phone : 22322

M. P»
K. HANUMANTHATYA, sl B
Bellary Road
BANGALORE-560005
Date 16-9-1974
To

Shri K,Butchaiah,

I am happy to know that the 75th
birthday of Shri N. G. Ranga is being
celebrated. I know him for the last
three decades and he has proved to be
one of our great national leaders. I
hold him in high esteen.

I pray for his health, long life
and happiness.

Yours sincerely,

{Sa. K. HANUMANTHAIYA



GANDHI PEACE FOUNDATION Phone : 272396, 272397, 272398
2211223 DEEN DAYAL UPADHYAYA MARGs Felegram ; SATYAGRAHA

NEW DELHI-11000% 19th September 1974

Dear Friend,

Thank you for your letter of 16th
September. I amglad to know that to
mark the 75th birthday celebrations
of Prof. N. G. Ranga, you propose tc
publish a commemoration Souvenir con-
taining articles and tributes.

Prof. Ranga’s has been an event-
ful 1life both as a freedom fighter
and as pulbic leader after indepen-
dence. His services, particularly
for the betterment of Kisans have
been noteworthy.

Because of my many commitments,
including the peoples’ movement in
Bihar, I regret, I shall not be able
to send you an article for the Sou-
venir, however much I would kave liked
tvo do so. I hope youwill understand.

I however send my heartfelt
felicitations and best wishes to
Prof, Ranga on his 75th birthday.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) RADHAKRISHN



ALL INDIA HANDLOOM FABRICS MARKETING
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD,

G, P, O, Box N>, 1530, Bharat! Bhavan, 2and Floor,
FRERE ROAD, BOMBAY-1

M. SOMAPPA YEMMIGANUR
Presiae t Date 20th Sept. 1974

I am glad that Prof. N. G. Ranga
will be completing 74 years of age
by 7th November, 1974. His public
life has manifold facets : in the ser-
vice of the Nation, Kisans, Handloom
weavers, the rural folk ahd gegerally
the poor and the lowly.'- Hi§contribu~-
tion to the State and the country as
a Member of the Parliament is great,
It is as a colleague on th2 Board of
Directors of the Madras State Handloom
Weavers?’ Co-cperative Society and on
the All India Handloom Board, that I
had close acquiantance with him.

He is a person with outstanding
character and ability. He is frank
and outspoken, having the courage to
call spade a spade. He would never
do anything to please or pacify any-
body. He isaman of principles belong-
ing to the oldguards.

Iwish him many more jyears of
service in the cause of the poor and
the voiceless.

(Sd) M. SOMAPPA



TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS

V. RAMASWAMY REDDY, ®. sc. SADAM (P. 0.)
CHAIRMAN, ZILLA PARISHAD Chittoor District
& Date 18th § p. 1974
MEM3ER

T. T. D. Board of Trustees,

Dear Mr. K. Butchaiah,

I am happy to note that youare
proposing to bring out a Souvenir on
the occasion of Prof. Ranga’s Birth.
day. He richly deserves it. He is a
noble soul and a maker and shaper of
many a politician, I wish himall the
best and a grand success of your
Venture.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) V. RAMASWAMY REDDY



NIVARTHI VENKATA SUBBIAH HYDERABAUD

Chairman Dated 27-9-1974
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council

Dear friend,

I amvery happy to learn that you will
be celebrating the 75th Birthday of RYOT
BANDHAVA, Prof. N. G. Ranga on the 7th Novem-
ber, 1974 at Chilakaluripet,Guntur District.
Sri Ranga®s life is one of complete dedica-
tion to the uplift of the country socially
and economically and other developmental
spheres. He has played a memorable part in
the political life of Andhra and has numerous
followers, admirers and well-wishers throu-
ghout the country and the State in
particular. I amproud to state that I was
his follower during thirties and have drawn
much inspiration from him. He has moulded
several selfless workers into active leaders,
His greatest countribution to Andhra is
training of dedicated workers, who have been
attending to the problems of farmers in the
several discricts. He is an eminent leader
who deserves our homage, to whatever party
or group one may belong. On this occasion I
convey through you my greeting to himon his
75th Birthday and wish him many happy re-
turns. I pray God to give him health and
Strength to serve the nation with greater
zeal for many more years to come.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd,) N. VENKATA SUBBAIAH,



AVULA SAMBASIVA RAO as
Fudge, High Court of Andhra Pradesh Judges* Colony

Malakpet, HY DERABA D-500036
D/ 9th Sept., 1974,

My dear Butchaiah Garu,

I have your letter of 29th August, 1974
informing me that you are going to celebrate
the 75th Birthday of Sri Rangaji. You have
wanted me to send an article to the Souvenir
you are going to bring out on this occasion.
Where is the need for an article on Rangaji?
His image is enshrined in the hearts of all
toiling millions, particularly workers of
the land. He and Smt. Bharati Devi have cre-
ated for themselves by sheer dint of service
a permanent niche in the love and affections
of the people of this country in general and
Telugu people in particular.

I send my hearty felicitations to Sri
Rangaji and wish himmany more years of great
service to the humanity.

Wishing the celebrations all success.

With regards,

Yours sincerely

(Sd4.) A, SAMBASIVA RAO.



Telegrams : **CONGRESS" Office : 43802
1544-P|74 Phones } Resi : 56703
Eluru : 525
ANDHRA PRADESH CONGRESS COMMITTEE
Veeramachineni Venkatanarayana, m.L.C. Gandhi Bhavan,
President HYDERABAD

500001

Date 6-9-1974

Dear Shri Butchaiah garu,

I am glad that you are proposing to
celebrate the 75thBirthday of Ryot Bhandhava
Professor N.G. Ranga on November 7th, 1974
at Chilakaluripet. Prof. Ranga’s intellec-
tual, administrative and organisational
talents have not yet bteen fully utilised by
the Nation. He is cne leader amongst us who is
known for his simplicity, sincerity and cha-
racter. His life-long dedication to the
cause of peasantry is laudable. I hopz his
constructive effcrts in the service of the
Nation will be fully utilised in the near
future. I wish him many more fruitful
returns of the day.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) V. VENKATANARAYANA



ELIZABETH CERA 112 D* Arvood

LENOX, Massachusets
(U.S A)
6--10-74

My Dear Kandimalla Butchaiah,

Thank you for giving me this opportu-
nity to add my greetings to the thousands
that will be pouring in on November Seventh.
I only wish I could be there in person.

My message could only be personal that
is my nature. I send itdirectly to Professor
Ranga at Nidubrolu. If he is willing, you
may use any part of it you wish.

Yours truly,
(Sd.) ELIZABETH CERA

Note : Lecturerin Art and wife of an Internationally known Painter
RENE CERA



T« SADASIVAM Kalki Buildings
Chetput

MADRAS-600031

Sth October 1974

Dear Acharya Ranga,

Subbulakshmi and I offer you
our heartyfelicitations on your 75th
birthday, which I understand would be
celebratedat afunction on November 7.

May Lord Venkateswara bless you
with all health and happiness and the

full span of one hundred years useful
life.

Please convey very kind regards
fromus both to the organisers of the
function and with affectionate re-
gards from Subbulakshmi and me to you.

Yours sincerely,

(5d) T. SADASIVAM



O. PULLAREDDI, 1. . s. (Retd) Tele : 36060
“RAHAT AFZA*
Road No; 7 Banjare Hills
HY DERABAD-500034,
14th Oct, 1974,

Dear Sri Butchaiah Garu,

I em happy to learn from your Iletter
that you are organising The 75th Birthday
Celebrations of Prof. N. G. Ranga on 7th
November 1974,

I have known Prof. Ranga and his wife,
the late Smt. Bharathi Devi, who unfortuna-
tely is no longer with us, for nearly half a
century ever since we were receiving educa-
tion at Oxford from about 1925. Since we left
the college our lots were cast in different
directions, with the result that we never
worked together for a common cause. I have
however followed his career with warm inter-
est and met him off and on.

Prof. Ranga is a person of unquestioned
integrity and dedication to the well being
of the long-neglected peasant community. If
he did not risehigh in the conventional sense
it is because he always insisted upon call-
ing a spade a spade, while o~hers more succ-
essful in 1life would have done differently.
Personally affable, his advocacy of public
causes often led him into conflict with
others highly-placed.



It is good that he is being remembered,
though he is in quasi-retirement, and his
services to the Agricultural community are
peing recalled by celebrating his 75th
Birthday. For long years he was the voice of
the inarticulate, toiling and mnebulous
peasantry.

I hope he has many more years before
him when he can complete the work for which
he has laboured over the years, and
therein find his reward and provide
satisfaction to his many friends like me.

Yours sincerely,

(Sd.) O, PULLAREDDI



Dr, M. Chenna Reddy, Raj Bhaven
tiovernor, Uttar Pradesk LUCKNOW

Gcrober 26, 1974,

I am happy to associate myself with the
75th birthday celebrations of Rangajee.

During the last five decades of his
public service, Rangajee championed the
cause of the peasants, workers and other
self-employed artisans in our countryside.
He enjoys the unique distinction of having
trained through his Peasants’ Institute
innumerable youngmen for public service and
it should give him immense satisfaction to
see that some of them are today shouldering
ministerial and other higher responsibili-
ties in the country’s life.

His ceaseless efforts in bettering the
lot of our rural people are toowell-known
for any one to forget and his selfless public
service would serve as a source of inspira.
tion to all those who aspire vo render ser-
vice to our people.

I wish Rangajee many many years of
active life.

(84.) M. CHENNA REDDY



i)

iii)
iv)

V)
vi)
vii)

viii)

ix)
X)

A FEW LAND MARKS

IN

ACHARYA RANGA'S WORK.,

( Born on 7-11-1900 in Nidubrole, Guntur Dt., A, P.)

-— by An Associate.

1920-23 Studies in Oxford, Graduated in Economics, Political
Science, Social Sciences and engaged in researches in Indian
Economics, 1924-26 on behalf of Oxford Universitv.

+Study tour in European Countries agricultural co-operation,

Co - operative farms of former agricultural workers, Farm
Institutes, Social Securities in Italy, Germany, France, Denmark

etc.,

Joined Congress in 1923, delegate to Kakinada Congress.
Formed Peasants Sangham & Election Front --the first in India
in 1923 elections.

Surveyed economic conditions in Centres of Handloom Wea-
ving, Textile Mills and Cotton growing in South India 1924-25.
Married Bharati Devi in 1924 and took her to Oxford for
studies 1925~26.

Studied labour conditions in Somaliland and Ceylon 1926.

Surveys of Social and Economic Conditions in City Slums,
Deltaic and Upland Villages of Guntur, Krishna Districts
1926-27.

Engaged in Famine Relief work in Ongole 1926.

Met Gandhiji in 1925 and pleaded for votes for all men and
women. Bharati Devi and Ranga were blessed by Gandhiji
during Madras Congress Session 1927.



xi)

xii)

<iii)

iv)

XV)
Vi)

xvii)

xviii)

Xix)

i

Published theses on Ez21omizs of Khaddar, Need for Agri-
cultural Industries, Conditions of Rural Labour. Magnitude of
Rural unemployment, Need for Labour Employment Exchanges
and Special Tripartite Agro-Industrial Boards for those in Rural
and Cottage employment, Insurance against Crop failures, Rural
Unemployment, Need for Slum clearance, and Begger Homes.
and submitted them to Gandhiji.

Joined Pachaiappa’s College with Post - Graduate Courses
as Chief Professor of Economics, History etc. 1927-30,

Invited to be Hon. Economic Adviser by Madras Government
in 1928 and surveyed conditions in several Districts but re-
signed in 1929 as protest against Government’s unwillingness
to publish survey reports.

Conducted Surveys of conditions of land-holding, peasants’
tenants, agricultural labour in Godavari, Krishna Districts on
behalf of All Party Committee of Madras Assembly.

Resigned from College and joined National Movement 1930.

Toured England to protest Round Table Conference without
Mahatma Gandhi in pursuance of the stand taken by United
Nationalist Opposition party in Central Assembly in 1930.

Met General Marshal, Secretary of State, U. S. A.. and Mr.

Morse, Director General of I. L. O. in 1948 and President
Truman in 1949 on behalf of International Federation of

Agricultural Producers (IFAP} and pressed for International
Economic Aid especially from the USA to Developing coun-
tries, including India.

Opend the Seventh Andhradesh Insurance Policy Holders
Conference at Vijayawada and pleaded for the nationalisation
of both Life and General insurance and for providing hereditary
insurance commission to the Insurance workers.

Organised Peasants of Zamindari Estates of South India with
Venkatagiri as the main centre and published "Survey of



iii

Economic Conditions of Zamindari Ryot; Made the slogan of
abolition of Zamindari System, an all India issue.

xx)  Developed Campaign for Satyagraha against Land Revenue En-
hancement in Godavari, Krishna, Guntur Districts; he was
imprisoned for this Campaign.

xxi) Bharati Devi was imprisoned for one year for participating in
National Satyagraha, in the wake of arrest of Mahatma Gandhi
on his return from Second Round Table Conference 1932.

xxii) 1933-34 Organised Peasants Marches in South India; Peasants
Protection Campaign for Moratorium, State Level Peasants
Organisations in Andhra, Tamilnad, Kerala and Karnataka.

xxiii) 1934-35 elected to Central Legislative Assembly; Organised
“Peasants’ Group of MLAs and obtained Gandhiji‘s Blessings,
despite opposition from Sardar Patel and Bhulabhai Desai.

xxiv) 1935-36 First set of All India Kisan's Organisers Conferences
in Madras, Meerut, Lucknow.

xxv) President of the All India Kisan Congress, Faizpur 1936, Gene-
ral Secretary 1938, his brother G. L. Narayana, Secretary 1940.

xxvi) Toured in Burma in 1939 along with Eharati Devi.

xxvii) Developed since 1937 “Kisan Publications™ as non-profit
concern with G. L. Narayana, G. Umamaheswara Rao and
G. N. Rao as Editors and Telugu Weekly *Vauhini® with G.N,
Rao, as honorary editiors; Bharati Devi Providing the finances.

xxviii) Bharati Devi - President of All India Kisan Congress 1941-
organised Mandasa Kisans' Defence, Defied Bans 1940.

xxix) Ranga imprisoned in 1940, G. L. Narayana 1940;

xxx) Broke away from Communist dominated Kisan Sabha and
formed Kisan Sammelan 1942.

xxxi) Historic Three-days long talks with Gandhiji and obtained his
blessings for the ideal of Damozratic Kisan Mazdoor (Kalakar
Buddhijeevi) Praja Raj 1944-45,



v

xxxii) Joined in the foundation of the International Federation of
Agricultural Producers (IFAP) through the first ever World
Conference of Agriculturists in London 1946. Elected to its
Executive of Seven.

xxxiii) Invited to join National Congress Working Committee 1847
and continued till 1951. Member of Congress standing
committee and Planning; Convenor, Congress Agrarian Pro-
gramme Committee.

xxxiv) Organised Peasants’ Nation-wide protest against controls,
compulsory procurement, unremunerative prices.

xxxv) Protested against Centres moves against Shri T. Prakasam’s
ministry, as it would set up undemocratic precedent.

xxxvi) Joined Prakasam in demanding open enquiry into misbehaviour
of ministers - First of its kind.

xxxvii) Submitted minority report to agrarian reforms committee.

xxxviii) Resigned from Congress, along with Shri Prakasam and for-
med Krishikar Lok Party and contested elections in 1952 in its
name.

xxxix) Helped minority-Congress to form ministry to prevent Com-
munist-dominated Coalition from capturing power in 1952 in
Madras and 1963 in Andhra and again 1955 in Andhra and
rejoined Congress on invitation of Nehru to safeguard demo-
cracy.

x|) Bharati Devi was elected as an M. L. C. in 1958,

xli) Opposed Gram Dan move of Vinobhaji, and Co-operative
Farming Campaign of Jawaharlalji as those moves would
deprive peasants of their self-employment on their land-hold-
ings.

xlii) Protested against Nehru's refusal to impose Ceilings more or

less simultaneously not only on agriculturists, as he proposed
but also on all other social sectors and resigned from:General



\'

Secretaryship of Parliamentary Congress and eventually from
Congress 1958-59.

xliii) Accepted Rajaji's invitation to lead Swatantra Party, with
its avowed determination to protect Peasants and self-em-
ployment of all others also, 1959.

xliv) Toured abroad to fulfil International responsibilities - Inter-
national Peasants Conferences, New York 1954, Paris 1956,
Washington 1964, World Government Conference, Tokyo,
Commonwealth Parliamentary -Conferences Ottawa 1952,
Delhi 1957, New Zealand and Australia 1965; Inter-Parlia-
mentary Conferences, Copenhagen 1964, Delhi 1969, Indo-
American Conference 1950 Delhi and International Labour
Conference, Sanfrancisco 1948; Parliamentary Delegation to
Pakistan 1957, USSR and Yugoslavia 1955, Bulgarian Co-
operative Congress 1957,

xlv) He was re-elected to Parliament in by-elections, Chittoor
1962 and Srikakulam 1967.

xlvi) Organised Nation-wide resistance to Seventeenth Consti-
tutional Amendment, against Peasants holdings being confisca-
ted in same way as zamindari estates,and saved holdings below
Ceilings from its operations.

xlvii) Co-operated with Jawaharlalji during Chinese invasion.

Xl viii) Demanded National Governmeet in 1962 and when Nehru
did not agree, demanded his resignation for his failure to
prepare country against impending Chinese aggression.

xlix) Co-operated with Lal Bahadurji during Pakistan's invasion of
Cutch and Kashmir in 1965.

1) Supported Smt. Indira Gandhi over Bangla Desh Crisis and
during Pakistan's aggression in 1971-72 over Bangla Desh.

li) Suggested formation of National Government, failing which,
the United Front of all Democratic Parties - 1966; atleast
Swiss-type all -Party ministries in Problem States, Rajaji
supported his move for National Government.



i)

liii)

liv)

Iv)

vi)

Ivii)

Vi

When the S.V.D. Chief Ministers also abstained from join-
ing Rajaji and Swatantra, he suggested an adhoc United Front
of all non-Congress Parties and when that also proved unat-
tainable suggested liquidation of Swatantra Party and thus pave
way to National Front 1963~70. S. P. Liquidated itself 1974.

Hailed the results of 1971 and 1972 elections to Parliament
and State Assemblies as peoples’ non-voilent revolutionary
decision in favour of giving highest priority for re-orienting
national policies and programmes to achieve * Garibi Hatao .
So he decided to join forces with Smt. Indira Gandhi 1972~74

In the sphere of education for masses, he found Indian
Peasant Institute in 1934 with Mahatmaji's blessings - was
installed as Acharya of that Institute and the adult education
Campaign which it envisaged, published his thesis " Indian
Adult Education Movement ”. Founded Citizenship Colleges
all over India.

Formed Colonial and Coloured Peoples Freedom Front in
1945, with Gandhiji's support; supported Pan—African Con-
gress and strengthened Kenyatta, Semakula, Mulumba etc. and
Burma's Thakins struggles for national freedom; hailed leader-
ship of Lenin, Gandhi, Brockway, Brailsford in the World's
fight against imperialism; appreciated African’s bold experi-
ment with one Party parliamentarism as exemplified by
Kenyatta and Nyerera.

Rangaji is co=—operating in moves to persuade National
Commission of Agriculture to consider possibility of esta-
blishing non-party, non-politicai statutory kisan congress
with independent financial resources from kisan's contribu-
tions to Excises etc;

The 1973 October decision of Kisan Organisers among
Communists of 40 Countries, who met in Moscow to form
a World Forum for such peasants is hailed by Rangaji as part
vindication of his 50 years work for Peasants.



vit

{viil) Rangaji's thesis that worid peace and progress could be

lix)

1x)

Ixi)

furthered only on the basis of independence of national States
was embodied in his books “World Role of National Revolu-
tion” 1945 and Outlines of National Revolutionary Path 1946
and Colonial and Coloured Peoples Front 1946 and that one
world Nation is unattainabie even for Communists is demon-
strated by the break up of World Communist forces into rival
Moscow and Peking Centres of Communism.

His plea’ for Pacific concord between S. E. Asian and Paci-
fic Powers (1949-68) anticipated Rajaji's plea for Delhi-
Tokyo concord and Breznov's latest moves for Asian under—
standing. '

His 1935-46 plea for agricultural labour to be the concern
of I. L. O. has come to be accepted by International Labour
Conference since 1948.

Both Deviji and Ranga abstained from receiving political
pension.

Ixii) They refused to ask for Land-grants being prefered to

political sufferers 1949-59,

ixili) He and Bharati Devi pleaded for Cattle, Crop Insurance

and also for agricultural National Insurance Fund against
national calamities like draught, flood, Cyclones and Pests
for development of irrigation, anti-erosion, afforestative
and drainage projects.

Ixiv) Toured African and European Countries during Gandhi

Centenary, participated in UNESCO Symposium in Paris and
published his Memoirs of Gandhiji as “Bapu Blesses” in 1969-
70; He Co-operates with “Gandhi Smriti” Foundation.

Ixv) His proposals for ““World Teachers Day” was adopted by

UNESCO and for paper-back publications of World's classics,.
on Democracy is being implemented in U. S. A., U. K. etc.



viil

xvi) Joined Bertrand Russel, Boyd-orr, Shimonaka, Attlee,
Kisako Meio etc. in movement for World Government; hailed
Test Ban Treaty and Indo-Soviet Agreement, Simla Pact and
Indo-American Commission as contributions “TOWARDS
WORLD PEACE".

...... A man who wants to be good
and do good in all circumustances,
must not hold power”.

—Gandhiji
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PROFESSOR RANGA’S
75th BIRTH DAY

I feel always on the very mention of his name a spontan-
geous reverence, Coming from a small peasant family, 1 am
instinctively drawn to him as the profet of the peasantry. Having
been fortunate to become an Advocate, [ am able to appre-
ciate his writings championing the causes of these toilors.

He is a fearless, dauntless fighter of peasant cazses and
was so devoted to the causes that he pursued them unmindful
of office and power, and favour or frown. Whatever platform he
tock to, it is for the sake of peasants.

Eversince 1929, his is a Saga of sacrifice, fight and
organisation, He lead the peasants into the antiimperialist
struggle There are very few in Andhra Political field who were
nct his followers or who are not in some degree influenced by
bim A man of the masses, his is along dedi:ated carcer, and [ am
glad that it is glorified by no shackles of office.

I organised the provincial Kisan Conference in Parwathi-
puram, and had a long course of attachment to him and had the
fortune and privilege of being ever blessed by him and late
revered Mataaji Bharati Devi.

With my Pranams,

Dated 1 21-9-1974 CH, PARASURAM NAIDU
MI L. A)



SRI RANGA'S PASSION FOR KISAN WELFARE

By OBSERVER

111-luck has dogged Prof. N. G. Ranga so far, depriving
him of the fruits of his great sacrifices made during the freedom
struggle and his many-sided services to the toiling masses, He
is a stalwart of the Gandhian era in company with Acharya
Kripalini and Jaya Prakash Narayan who has missed wearing
the mantle of power He seems to have been once tipped as the
Union Minister for Agriculture in the Nehru era - and very few
know the intricacies of Agriculture in depth as he does - but this
eluded him by a stroke of destiny.

ri Ranga has been always a picture of impatience to
remove the stark poverty of the Indian Kisan and agricultural
Mazdoor. He is as though at the gallop always, though wavering
at times, His friends and admirers are left with a feeling thas
quite a few crowns would have been his, only if he had avoided
a conflict with the powers that be at crucial and psychological
moments. But, his irrepressibility cannot be curbed and off goes
from his sheath a sharp arrow which upsets the applecart

While Sri Ranga’s decisions are inscrutable his passion
for the welfare of the Kisan is limitless and his patriotism is
never in dispute, He left Congress in 1951 and rejoined it in 1955,
from which he resigned four years later to take over as the
r resident of the Swatantreparty founded by Rajaji. He has come
back to the mother organisation agains These might intrigue an
unfamiliar observer, but to those who know the inner workings
of Sri Ranga’s mind, it is not strange. For, his attitudes at a
particular moment are the result of the dictates of the prevailing
situation in the country and his own concept of right and wrong,
This volatality in party line might have resulted in the wiping
out of political careers of lesser men but in the case ot Sri
Ranga it does not make a difference to his standing in the
country.
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Sri Ranga’s is a crusader by temperament, a non-conformist
by instinct, a robust optimist even in moments of utter cespair,
ceaseless in struggle and defiant in defeat. Next to the late Sri
T. Prakasam, there is hardly anyone except Sri Ranga who knows
Andhra’s villages inside out. He has the same mass appeal and
the capacity to sawy the people. His mastery over the problems
of the peasant and the labour and his technique of creating a
worker’s cadre combinedly built him up at one time as a great
force to counteract the communist influence in Andhra. Oxford.
educated, Sri Nidubrolu Ranganayakulu, as he was known then,
was a professor of economics ard political science. Coming
under the Gandhian sp:1], it is Gandhian economics with village
as the epi-centre that appealed to him most. He is widely
travelled in Europe and U. S. A,, well-read and has studied
socialist movements abroad and found Gandhism superior.

1t was Sri Ranga who coined the slogan of Kisan Mazdoor
Praja Rej. With this ideal as his pole star, he plunged himself
with burping zeal in organising ryots’ conferences, labour and
weavers' rallies. His Peasants’ Institute at Nidubrolu was
inavgursted by Gandhiji in 1933, He was a member of the
Central Legislature as far back as 1934, President of P. C, C,
and Member of the Ccngress Working Committee from 1947 to
1951. He was Secretary of the Congress Parliamentary Party and
Chairman of Fublic Accounts Committee,

He represented India at various agricultural, labour and
parliamentary international conferences several times, With such
an impressive record of work and total identification with the
peasants’ cause, no office could be high to a versatile leader like
Sri Ranga. The association of his party - the Krishikar Lok
Party, enabled Congress to form a Government when Andhra
State came into bzing in 1953 and succeeded $riumphantly in the

1955 by-electlors.

Sri Ranga’s contribution to agro-economic literature is
immense, He is a good speaker with words bursting forth like a

torrent, He can write well, He is author of over a score of books,
A practical ayro economist, he is an organiser PAR
EXCELLENCE. What Syduey Webb had done to British labour,

S1i Ranga Cid to Indian peasantry.
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He was lucky to have Mrs, Bharti Devi as his wife, an
uncomplaining sharer of ups and downs of his chequered
political career, Their relationship was as between two ccmrades-
in-arms in a common battle against oppression of the peasantry
and for freedom. It was a partnership of perfect equality, Sri
Ranga giving her greatest regard, Her death dealt a severe blow
to him and made him lonely. But, it is the spirit of passionate
devotion to his Kisan which will be his constant companion in
thought, word and deed.

At 75, Sri Ranga is active and alert, though age secems to
have somewhat mellowed his revolutionary fervour. He may
look forward to many more years of service to the country,




ACHARYA N. G. RANGA

A TRIBUTE
N. C. Zamindar

It was in the forties that I f'rst came across Acharyaji’s
excellent book ¢ Kisan and the Communists’. It was brilliant and
scholarly, Naturally, the book was widely studied by College
students of that decade.

When the Swatanira Partv was born in 1959 [ was amongst
its founders. There T met Acharyaji for the first time I was
jmpressed by his utter simplicity and unassuming nature. It was
right to make him the first President of a party pledged to
preserve Freedom Farm and Family.

During his frequent tours in Madhya Pradesh I had the
honour to act as his host.

As a guest he captivated all the m=mbers of my family by
his innatz charm and grace. He was absolutely free and frank

with young and old alike,

During the tours I have acted as his translator, I fund
his speeches to be telling, full of humour, allusions and lively
ancedotes. In Rotary Clubs he impress:d the audi:nce by his
command over facts and figures It is alwayvs a treat to hear him
speak,

In January 1970 being disillusioned with Swatantra Politics,
I resigned but | have kept up my relationships with all my
frienas Acharyaji has bzen gracirus enough to keep the same
warm relaticnskip as it exist:d in the Swatantra Party period,

It is really a pity that in these hard times when our agri-
cu ture is being systematically d:stroy:d such a grcat leader’s
services are not being utilized

Let the Prim= Minister form an Agriculture Commission
under the Presidentship of this doyen of kisan leaders. If this is
done | am sure a classic report will be the result.

Acharyaji is still active, Let the country utilize his rervices.
May he live long and serve the causes dear to his heart [ heartily
felicitate him on the occasion of his seventyfifth birth -ay. *

2)



RANGA - THE THINKER

ANAGANI BHAGAVANTHA RAC
(Former Finance Minister)

Rangaji is not only a thinker but a political organiser. Al
that he is, is the result of what he has thought, What he has done
in public life all these years reflects his mental attitudes and
thinkiog patterns, In a sense, his life’s ambition is to point our
ills in political systems and socio-economic changes initiated in a
given context-the clue to knowing what he is.

He has not only made men in the field of organisation but
also shaped them to do the work in which he is intensly involved.
To understand what he is, is really an understanding of the
present political history of our State.

1 do not know whether he aspired for power but what all
we know is he has never been in power. No doubt his life is an
experiment in forcing the course of political events in our State.

Heis a good writer on various political and economic
problems, a professor of Economics and an author of not less than
twenty books, The “CREDO OF WORLD PEASANTRY” isa
reflection to his deepest thoughts on the role of world peasantry.

He is rightly called an apostle of peasant philosophy, and
a father of Indian peasant movement. Heis an ardent advocate
of ¢ peasant Family:farm economy’’ with peasant proprictorship.
He has totally rejected ““Gramdan Panchayat Land Ownership'.
According to him ¢“Co.operative farming is also defective, can
prove to be bharmful and certainly not be productive”. State
Farming too is not acceptable to him. He believesin the effi-
cency of Service Co-operatives, *‘‘Service Co-operatives of Ind.-
pendent peasant producers like Weavers Co-operatives can become
India’s special typical contribution’. Accordingto him, the
peasant family economy is the primary indivisible cooperative
unit of labour mobilisation, utilisation, discipline and its organi-
sation; it is non-exploitative and self reliant; it demands leasg
over-head supervisory charges and it is free from the maladies
of industrial and commercial undertakings such as managerial
costs, management versus labour conflicts and 1elations, cash
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and wages nexus, artificial stimulants needed to evoke incentives
for greater, better and interested work and enterprise. “The
peasant economy can not only enable peasants to produce more
and make land yield better and bigger crops but also ensure
greater quantum of wealth for both peasants and the agricul-
tural workers and the Nation”.

To him, the conception of peasant proprietorship encom-
passes all the aspects of ‘‘Lard Relations”, Whether right to
property is a ‘“‘Fundamental Right” or not, he is interested in
non-exploitative, decentralised system of land management which
ensures democratic freedom and the growth of economic self-
Government.

He is equally interested in artisan economies particularly
of the problems of weavers, H: envisages an economy based
on self-employed Kisan and Kalakar family minagement of
creative and frce labour,

I thank the organisers of Prof N. G Ranga’s 75th Birth
day Celebration Committee for bringing out a Souvenir. [ wish

Rangsji gocd health to continue his services to the people, May
God bless him with lcng life and health.



A STALWART OF OUR FREEDOM MOVEMENT

T.S. GOVINDASWAMY

(I am sending a few lices presenting to the readers of the
proposed souvenir, an amus<ing, at th: sametime brea h-
taking incident that happened durlng our train-travel to
Caicutta. I hope and trust that this narrative may prove to be
not only interesting but also .'hought-provoking as to how
Acharya Sri Ranga, born and brought up in an affluent family
had lost almost all his wealth and yet served our nation as on:
of the stalwarts of our freedom movements )

- Auathor

On the happy occasion of the 75th Year Birth day
celebration of Acharya Sri N G. Ranga, T offer my sincerest
prayers to the Almighty God to bless him with unfailing health
and long and prosperous life, so that he shall continue to serve
our country in all possible ways

I add my homage by presenting to the Public, the account
of an incident during Pre Independence days, which I hop:
will be not only interesting but also thought - provoking as to
how Acharya Sri Ranga who was endowed with opulence and
comforts in life before his entry into political ca-eer, was
driven to the brink of impoverishment that neither deterrei nor
distracted him from the pursuit of his public activities.

In the begining of the year 1940, an wurgent meeting to
consider an important question, whether or not the All-India
Forward Bloc which our Veteran leader Sri Subhas Chandra
Bose started, should function as a body within the Indian
National Congress, was proposed to be held at the residencs of
Sri Subhas Babu, Some important leaders of other parties whose
views he (Sri Subhas Babu) wanted to ascertain, were invited to
the meeting. From Tamil Nad, Sri P, Muthuramalinga Thevar,
the President of the Tamil Nad branch of the Forward Bloc was
also invited, but owing to some unavoidable circumstances he
could not proceed, but deputed ome Sri P,Gopalaratnam, the
General Secretary to attend it, and convey the former's view on
the issue,
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Sti P. Gopalaratnam with whom I was intimately attached
not as a member of his party, but as a friend, desired me to
accompany him to Calcutta and I agreed with readiness simply
because 1 thought I could enjoy the trip to that city, stay and
sight-seeing there,

When the train reached Rajahmundry Railway Station the
next morning, we saw Acharya Sri Ranga walking with rapid
steps from one end to the other end of the platform and we
thought that he might be searching for someone or a seat either
in a First or Second class compartment. But when the train
started moving we found him and his luggage being pushed into
the same compartment in which we were seated. We were taken
aback for a while and stood up to offer our pranims to
him The compartment was full (and none on the side he was
standing, could recognise him nor was anybody inclined to
offer him a seat.) We lost no time to invite him to our side
and shared our space with him,

Affer checking of his luggage that consisted of a ‘hold-all’
and a ‘suite-case’, and mutual enquiries of health and welfare
over, he asked my friend as to where we were going, When he
told him about our destination, he said that he was also
proceeding to the same place in response to an urgent call from
Sri Subhas Chandra Bose, Again when asked 4s to why he was
moving from one end to the other several times on the
platform, he narrated the inc’dent thusi ¢‘Subhas Babu sent a
telegram at a short notice, asking me to attend the meeting,
But I had no money sufficient for full fare to Calcutta and
for expenses on the way. Immediately Isent a telegram to a
good friend of mine in Rajahmundry asking him to meet me at
the Rajahmundry Railway station with money. But to my
dismay, he was not to be seen. I searched for him several
times but of no avail. Therea'ter I pulled out my luggage to
the platform and remained there keeping my eyes sometime on
the luggage and towards the passage there.”

3)
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«“At last I gave up the hope and resolved to go to his
house in the town, meet him and resume the journey the mnext
day. While I was thus contemplating, someone coming néar me,
enquired as to whether I was not going to Calcutta to attend
the meeting and as to why and whom I was searching at the
station. When T questioned, who he was, he 1evealed to me
that he was a C.I. D, and assigned the task of following him.
I explained my disappointment and reason for disruption in
the journey, Soon after he heard this, he requested me to wait
there and he ran and returned with a ticket to Calcutta. All
this happened with a flashing speed and I stood motionless
for a few moments Soonafter I recovered from something like
a shock, I gave him a chit asking my friend to pay him the
amount, In the meantime the train started moving and he
ushered me and my luggage into this compartmznt and I
luckily find myself in your midst and I am bappy for your
company * Who were happier for whose company, can be
better imagined than described,

But when we heard the account, our eyes suddenly
became wet and we managed to wipe them as if we were wiping
out the cinders through theengine-smoke. We were happy also’
for the fact that we could share our space to a great son of
our soil and look after his needs in the travel.



JAl JAl TO A NOBLE PATRIOT,
POLITICIAN, MORALIST,

By
SRl Y. VENKANNA CHOWDARY.
Sambhu Nilayam.
20 - North Boag Road.
MADRAS-17

Oh1 Rangaji is oraching seventy five. In other words he is
attaining fifteen years age in the second cycle of the great Hindu
calendar, A Happy episode and a great event, May he be spared
for further service to his country and to the people who are
endeared to him,

This grand function will be a great pleasure, for his well-
wishers, followers, friends, disciples and devotees, It is an extreme
pleasure for me also, being asked to contribute my little to the
Souvenir. Words are emanating from my heart and the pen is
rushing to portray the figure,

The Hero of the occasion is a great patriot and political
leader. He gave up his professorship for the Country’s cause; Long
ago, he organised Ryotu Cooly Praja Rajya societies throughoug
the country, He stabilised, the handloom organisation. He

pioneered the Anti Zamindari agitation throughout Andhra
and incurred the wrath of the Zamindars, He gave

the extraordinary slogan ‘World Kisans, unite’. He bad his
following even in Hungary and Bulgaria, He p:oposed World
Government, He led several delegations to the wcrld conferences
in the past. To sum up there is nct a single radical organisation
in the country which had not his support, strength or blessing.
But the funny part of it is, that he could not secure any office
in the Government though he was in the organization for a long
time and also as a working committee member of the Indian
National Congress. This is a displeasure felt by some of his
followers and well-wishers, True, he dian’t have any office and
there is no instance also when he aspired for it
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Even then, some of his followers are content to say it was
better that he did not enjoy any office, They question whether
peopl: who were in office for long periods, are really having
respect in the eyes of public, whether they are not decried and
cursed by people very often. In these circumstances Rangaji is far
lucky than them,

He is a very charming personality who can move with the
masses, He is of curt and kind disposition, remarkable reception
and hospitality, He is hearty in speech. Though it sometimes
pains others, it is Larmless He never bears malice and has
repentence. He is simple and plain speaking, He laeks political
strategy, twist. diplomacy and intrigues, which are quite rampant
in a politician of the day, He never cared to foster them, while
he did not inherit them It may be lacuna, But he never thought
of it.

He is very fond of Kisans. He toiled for them all his life.
He was the father of the innumerable movements and slogans in
this regard, Though he succeeded partly in his attempts, there is
a lot to be done to the farmer yet he may notbein the fcre front
nowadays but his slogaas and wishes have taken roots all along
i. e, fromthe A. I.C. C, to D.C,C, and they are resounding
when necessary, May his ambitions and aspirations shape fruitful
and may he live long for witnessing them. — Jai Hind.




ACHARYA RANGA - THE GREAT KISAN LEADER
AND NATIONALIST

By
N, Ramabhadra Riju.

In response to the call of the ‘*Ryot Bandhava Prof. N, G.
Ranga’s 75th Birthday Celebration Committee” to send an
art:cls reflecting my thoughts and feelings on the various aspzacts
of his eventful public career as a partiot, reformer, thinkzr, and
philosopher, [ wish to touch upon a few aspects of Acharya
Ranga’s life and career,

It would be presumptious on my part to veature upon an
exhaustive tribute in an article intended for a Souvenir wherein
friends who have been in closer touch with Prof. Ranga would
deal with them.

Prof. Ranga’s activities are too variegated and large in
their scope and, in this context, I fezl one cannot expatiate upon
them in the form of a single article, The appropriate placz for
these, as we all are aware, is Prof. Ranga’s well-documsnted
auro-biography, widely recognised for its dispassionateness and
objectivity,

Of all his activities in the various fields like Politics,
=ducation, social reform and so on, the one thing that fascinates
me most is his monumental and, probobly, unforgettable work
for the “*Kisan Movemeat” which has earnsd him not only
glowing tributes from the people in all walks of life in Andhra,
but also in all other States of our country. In this context, it may
be said that this countrywide recogniiion is fittingly crowned
with the title “RYOT BANDHAVA™,

Prof. Ranga is no less a great fighter for our freedom and
literation from foreign yoke than his other compatriots. His
fight has not ended after the attainment of this goal of political
freedom, His has been a continuing fight for ¢Freedom from
within’', In this connection, we all remember how Prof. Ranga

4)
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thought it best to join the Swatantra Paity founded by Rajajee,
not for his self-glorification, and not in the least becvase of any
grouse against the Congress or any individual therein, but
purely with a’ service motive’ to the country at large, and also
to eliminate domination of one party over the country’s
fortunes. At the same time, it cannot be said that Prof. Ranga is
a rebel against the dominant party. To quote Gandhiji’'s words
about the Birtishers with some modifications, *““He (Prof Ranga)
may have come into clash with some of the policies of the Congress
but certainly not with the greater worthies in it,”” But, however,
as ill-luck would have it, to quote Prof, Ranga’s own words
“Fates willed it in such a way that 1 had not to place mystlf at
the mercy of Jawaharlaljee, when he was the Prime Minister
during that prloonged period and I could remain in the front
line of our national policies without having to compromise with
my fundamental faith and political stand”,

Needless to further dilate, these words speak of Prof.
Ranga’s mind in relation to the Congress Government. As he
himself put it, with Nehiu his relations were “so close and yet so
far’’ in a short period of six yerars, (1939-'45).

As I have already apologetically started writing this article,
it is not an easy thing to do full justice to the narration of all
his activities in a limited space. But I think, as the saying goes I
have perhaps, done “much in little”,

Let me sum up this brief and humble tribute by invoking
God’s blessings on this happy occasion of Prof. Ranga’s 75th
birthday and also people’s best wishes with mine own that the
Almighty God may give us his services and valuable guidance
for atleast another score of years to come,




RANGAI

A Great Political Philosopher of the Modern Age

G. NARASIMA MURTHY,
M, A. (Pol) M, A, (P, A)

On the occasion of his 75th birthday celebrations I
venture to depict the outlines of the political philosophy of
Rangaji ; as it is not pessible here to write in detail. He is a great
political philospher of the modern age. He has his ideology which
is superior and a guiding force to the students of politics. His
place is among the top-political philosophers of the world, like
Plato, Aristotle, Acquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rouseau,
Heg:1, Marx and Gandhiji etc, He is a world politician; He fought
directly against imperialist exploitation in India and indirectly in
all other colonia or semi-col.nial countries through his contacts,
comradeship and writings, He belives in world citizenship and
Government.

EARLY LIFE

He was born in Nidubrolu on 7-11.1900, a full moon
day of Kartik, to Atchamamba and Nagayya a pious peasant
couple. He joined English school in Ponnurin 1914, with
the help of his Auntie. Mangamma and on the advice of
Sri Jampani Anjaneyulu, a friend of his uncle Ramaswamy, At
the early age he used to participate in every social activity of his
neighbouring villages, He showed extra ordinary talents and
leader-like qualiti:s in his boyhood, He read all the books in the
library opened by Ramaswamy and Anjaneyulu, He was moved
on seeing the misery of the poor and uneducated poepl: of his
place. He was anxious to do something to the poor and Harijaa
boys for their uplift. He started night school and collected rice
and funds from the different Kisin families and paid the fees for
the poor students, He is against the gradation and social import-
ance of various castes, To him the Kisans, Weavers, Carpenters
Blacksmiths, etc,, are all the same, Thus we find the true spirit of
democracy and social equality in him, for which he fought
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vigorously in his later years, He was very keen on studying the
difficulties of Kisans, Harijans and the rural folk in our courtry.
At an early age, he was inspired by studying the history of
Andhras, Shivaji, Magnacarta and the Bill of Rights, Constitu-
tional History of England and the 10 vclumes of Veeresalingam,

He passed his Matriculation in 1920 end joined in A. C.
College, Guntur, But at the encouragement of Anjaneyulu, he
decided to go to England for I. C, S. In pre-Independence days it
was not easy to get a pass port. Some how, through his dyamism,
Rangaji got it with the help of Sir P. T. Chetty the first Indian
Mayor of Madras. He moved from rural India to rural England,
He got his B, Litt, from Oxford in 1926 and later became the Chief
Professor of Economics in the Pachaiappa’s College Madras.
Thus he developed into a National Worker and National-cum-
Social reformer.

He married Bharathi Deviji in 1924, Ever since, till she took
leave to her eternal abode, she proved to be as an ideal life mate
to him. She helped him as a friend, philosopher and guide. She
participated in every national movement along with Rangaji and
alone and did yeomon serviceto the nation. In thecause of
freedcm struggle she faced imprisonment alse, Her death is prem.
ature and on -her departure Rangaji suffered an irreparable loss.

HIS WRITINGS

He wrote several books both in English and Telugu.
There are more than 50 works in English and 15 works
in Telugu, which are universal in their influence  Besides
these, there are several reports like Agricultural Labour
and Labour Commission Report 1928. Banking enquiry commiss-
ion report on rural credit, Agrarian Reforms Commission Report
1919 and Fublic Accounts Committee Reports etce He wrote in-
numerable articles in News Papers and Magzines in this country
and abroad for the last 55 years, He has been delivering most
valuable speeches in Indian Parliament since 1935 as well s on
Public plat forms.
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The famous books having world-wide circulation and
importance are, 1, Credo of World Peasantry, 2. Revolutionary
Peasants, 3. Colonial and Coloured people. 4. The Modern
Indian Peasant 5 World Role of National Revolution.
6 Towards World Peace, 7 Outlines of National Revolutionary
Path, 8, Labour in South India, 9. Fight for freedom (His
autobiography). 10 Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj. 11. Tribss of
Nilagiris, 12, India in International peasants organisation.
13. Communists and Kisans !4. Peasants and Congress,
15. Economic conditions of Zamindari Ryots. 16. Panchayat Land-
lordism (vs) Peasant Economy, 17. Food controls {vs) Peasants,
18. Handloom Weavers role in Co-operative Socialist Economy,
19. The peasants and co-operative movement. 20. Economic
organisation of Indian villages Vol, I and II, 21, 30 Years of
Indian Peasant Movement, 22. Peasants in peril (Speech 2/59)
23, Rangaji Jail Diary. 24. U. N, O, by Rangaji, 25, The
economics of large-scale co-operative farming, 26 Students
role in Colonial Revolution, and several other reports on
various issues.

The most important works in Telugu are 1. Rangaji’s
s pecches 2, Vruna pasalu - Zamindars, 3. Zamindari Ryot
issues 4 Modern Constitutional Institutions 5. Pakistan etc,,
and the most inspiring speeches and articles published in
““Vahini”, from time to time since its inception,

HIS IDEOLOGY

His political philosophy is a mixture of Marxism, Syndi-
calism, Fabianism and even pluralism. However the resultant
product is refreshingly new, well-shaped and suited to the needs
of the age. Tn this aspect, he agreed with G.D.H. Cole a
famous guild Socialist, Col2’s political philosophy is based on five
points. 1. Public ownership of means of production 2, Self-
Government in industry. 3, Abolition of wage system. 4, Denial
of sovereignty to -the State 5. Organisation of society on the
basis of functional representation.

5)
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Karl Marx said in 1848 in his Manifesto that “Workers of
all countries unite’’, Our Rangaji said ‘“Peasants of all countries
unite” (International peasants union, New York 1954.) The
idealists, Hegel and Kant say that ““The State was the march of
God on earth”, Marx says that the existence of the State starts
from the time of division of classes in the society. The base for
Marxism is the classical German Philosophy, English Econemy
and French Revolution and Socialism Rangaji mastered the subject
of political economy. He criticised the idealists like Kant, T. H,
Green, Utopian socialists like Sanit Simon and Robert Owven
and materialists like Hegel and Karl Marx, Rangaji is a prac-
tical politician, an eminent agricultural economist whose theore -
tical contributions have been based on practical experience, The
¢ tate according to himn is a “Democratic State’ as the Democratic
peasants, artisans, proletariat-Intellectuals-peoples State” (i.e.)
«Democratic Kisan Mazdoor FPraja Raj”. This was accepted by
Mahatma Gandhi during an interview with Gandhiji. Heis a
world political philosopher who is above regional politics. He
aimed at “Sarvajana-Sukhino-Bhavanthu™.

He is an apostle of peasant philosophy. In India he is
the champion of rural masses. His famous book ““Credo of World
Peasantry> is a Bible to the world peasantry. The peasants, he
says all over the world need and demand social justice. Yeasants
of all countries are being exploited, but in varying degrees. Marx
in his manifesto says, that *“The history of hitherto existing
socicty is the history of class struggl:”. Rangaji says that “The
history of man and of nations is the history of agriculture and
stock raising”, (Prophency of Famine 189), So peasants are an
independent class. He also says that ‘Peasants aie not capital-
ists, Their economy fs not capitalistic. They are not an ex-
ploiting class”, Hence the world peasantry are the best guaran-
tors of socialism and social justice. Heis against the forced
labour. This he clearly advocated in his famous books **Labour-
in South Indja’ “Criminal Tribes Systems of India’ and ““Tribes
of Nilagiris”,

He studied the economic and social conditions of the agri-
culturists on the Nilagiris and produced a fine thesis on the
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Nilagiri Tribes of Badagas, Kotas, Pannians and Chetties etc, in
1928, He brought to light their miserable life, wage system,
social status and standard of living, He suggested some methods
to Madras Government to improve their conditions, Soon after
his return from Karachi Congress he had taken up the cause of
Zamindari Ryots in Andhra. In 1931 the Dist, Ryots Conference
appointed a Zamindari Ryots Enquiry Committee with Rangaji
as its president  The committee studied in detail the economic
and social conditions of Ryots. Th= Book, Economic conditions
of Zamindari Ryots (1934) is a mirror which reflects clearly the
conditions of Zamindari Ryots prior to the introduction of Estate
Aboli ion Act 1948, He even  went o the extent of con-
ducting ¢‘Kisan Satyagraha' in Venkatagiri Estate. He was
fined Rs, 500/. and sentenced to one year rigorous imprisonment
for his inspiring speeches, His lifemate Bharathi Devi took up the
cause of the Venkatagiri Ryots after Rangaji went to jail. As
one of the founders of the International Federation of Agricultural
producers Prof. Ranga enunciated his philosophy at its various
conferences at London in 1945, Hague in 1947 and at Guelph in
Carada in 1949, Farmers of the world have hailed it as a new
Gospel for their salvation and emancipation, He did not {ully
agree with the Marxian and Marshallian theories of supply and
demand analysed from peasants view point, He says that ¢“agri-
culture is subject not only to the Law of Diminishing Relurns
but also to the Law of Production urder Duress™.

He did not support the capitalist principle of restrictions
on production to get higher prices, but demanded remunerative
prices for agricultural produce to increase its productions. He
welcomed the price support policy of presideat Roosevelt in
1932, We can understand his boundless love towards peasantry
if we read tke following philosophic words of Rangaji ‘‘Peasants
are the closest section to Mother Earth. They are in the best and
most frequent communion with all her wonders and vagaries.
They draw the sustenance and water frem out of her for the
maintenance of their respective peoples, They have, had the
longest and most consistent contacts with the mo:t variegated life
that prospers on the bcsem of Mother Earth”,
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RANGAJI ON REVOLUTIONS

Tn his famous book on the “World role of National Revo-
lutions™ Rangaji g ve correct meaning to National Revolutions
Com. Lenin said that ¢We need not wait to certain level of
culture. We can start the revolution and achieve that culture;
but Rangaji says that ¢Revolutions come whenever there has
to be and is an outburst of pent up creative and conastructive
forces and a more or less sudden burst of a dead-lock in social
conditions and arrangements. He gave examples of Ireland,
Turkey, Mexico and Chile in which the peasant, the petty bourg-
eoisie and workers who benefitted much; He criticised the orthodox
communists who propagate that bourgeoisie alon: could be ben-
fitted through revolutions, He believes that National movement
comes first and National revolution next.

RANGAJI ON WORLD PEACE

His famous book “Towards world peace®’ is praiseworthy.
He aimed at world Government. He suggested a strong non-
aligned countries union. The same ideology was adopted in
Bandung conference later. He is a strong believer of world peace
and against the colonial and imperialistic exploitation (Later
panchasheel was adopted on 20-4-1954)

RANGAJI ON CO-OPERATIVE FARMING

He criticised the Government for its definition of the Co-
operative farming. He gave correct meaning to the co operative
farming. He says that “The small-scale family farming, based
on peasant proprieorship and surrounded by service co~operatives
is therefore superior to co-operative farming both from economic
and social considerations. Even from the practical considerations
the former is preferable to the latter, He cleared the doubts of
National leaders that peasant economy is not a part or an exten-
tion of *Private Property’’, Rangaji is not against ceiling; but
he advocates ceiling on urban as well as on rural incomes and
properties and justice between the wurban and the rural people.
In fact he advocated in 1935in his book the “Modern Indian
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Peasant”, that Banjar Lands must be distributed to landless agri-
cultural labourers, so that social justice and production can be
achieved, In his book The Kisan Spaeks’ he advised the Govern.
ment to seek the co-operation of the Kisans for good results, He
suggested the following to evolve a correct policy for increasing
production and for extending social justice:

i) Evolving small-scale but economic holdings.
iis Making the tiller the owners of land ; and

iiis Bringing all such peasantry under the net work of
farm service co-operatives, He has been associated
with Kisan movement since 1935 and spent all his
time to solve the problems of the peasantry. Thus
he is a firm believer of decentralised co-operative
democratic society.

His famous book ¢ Fight for freedom®” (His autobiography)
is having much educative value, His life is interlinked with the
National Movement, It isa fine treatise, by reading it one can
easily understand the regional, national and international move-
ments, The important Parties, Institutions, Politicians and
ideologies of the world, all have been touched in this book. He
toured several countries and developed contacts with greas men
in all walks of life in the world.

TRUE PATRIOT - NATIONALIST
AND A DISCIPLE OF GANDHIJI

In fact he joined National Congress in 1923 after his return
to India, and was inspired by the spinning wheel economy advoe
cated by Gandhiji. Ever since he-is strictly practising and prea-
ching the Gandhian principles Bapuji came to Nidubrolu in
December 1933 to open the public library and the peasant publi.
cations which show the affection of Bapuji towards Rangaji. He
had the blessings of Mahatmma Gandhiji for his new doctrine of
«pDemocratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj’. He is a staunch advocate

6)
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who fought against untouchability, He even conducted inter-
cast dining programmes especially with Harijans at Nidubrolu
and Tallapalem. He pleaded for adult franchise for the aboli-
tion of untouchability. He submitted a thesis on <Adult
Franchise.,” Finally it was inserted in Nehru report in 1928.
He is a true Gandhian, We can easily understand the relation
between Rangaji and Bapuji the father of the Nation; if we go
through his book ¢‘Bapu Blesses’, He submitted a thesis on the
economics of Khaddar to Oxford University and the same was
published in the Indian Economic Journal. Rangaji is hailed as
the champion of Rural masses, He was in the forefront of free-
dom struggle and courted imprisonment many a time, His jail
diary reveals some facts about the conditions of jails- When he
was released from jail in November 1932 he was given a rousing
welcome by the people,

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER

Since 1920 he participated in several political, peasants
and workers conferences around the Globe. He toured Europe
extensively and studied the socialist movements in various
countries, He is one of the founders of International Federation
of Agricultural producers,

The following are some of the important international
conferences in which Rangaji toak a leading part.

1, Conference of I. F A. P, 1946 May, London, 1947 Hague,
1949 Guelph (Canada)

2. Conference of Food and Agricultural Organisation 1946
September (Copenhagen.)

3 Fan-African Congress 1946, Manchester.

4, Ccuference of (International Labour Organisation) I. L., O,
1948 (Sanfranscisco.)

5. Indo American Conference 1950 (New Delhi )

6., Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference - 1952
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7. World Democratic Peace Congress, 1953 (New Delhi.)

8., 4th Congress of the International Peasants Union. 1954
October New York., 1956 Paris.

9, Asian Conference for World Government 1954 November
(Tokyo.)

10, Conference of Interpational Rice Commission 1954 November
(Tokyo.)

11. Foreign Affairs Assoclation 12-9-54 (New Delhi.)

Even as a student of Oxford, he became a member of the
Indian Majlis, Asiatic Club, Cosmopolitan Club, Labour
Club, University Unions, etc,

In Indian parliament during 1948 to 49, he advocated a
strong “‘Peace Front’>. He is the founder of many national
organisations like the Bharat Kisan Sammelan, Handloom
Weavers Congress, one of the founders of Andhra Association at
velhi, etc,, and one of the pioneers of co-operative, Adult
Educational and Rural Library Movements and the Bharat Sevak
Samaj. A great parliamentarian since 1934, We can assess his
greatness if we examine some of the complements given to him by
great men and the press of the world,

*“How can we forget the peasants as long as Mr, Ranga is
here’”, (Nehruin Indian Parliament)

«“Prof, Ranga has done to the Indian peasantry what
Sydney Webb did to the British labour™ — The Indian affairs

Prof, Ranga, ““Father of the Indian feasant movement
has made an outstanding contribution to world peace’.
— J. G, Patton, Washington

“Prof. Ranga did useful service to India and th: Indian
Peasant movement,”’ ~— Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt
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«Prof, Ranga’s service to peasantry has lifted him up
fnto a position of leadership among the world’s p:asant
Jeaders”. — Fereoce Nagy, Ex-P. M Hungary

“Prof. Ranga's selfless devotion to the cause of the Indian
peasants and the peasantry of the world as well as to th®
cuase of all socially-degraded and suffering people every where
has made him a world leader and a champion of human
freedom and civilisation™. — Dr, George Demitrcv,

“We deeply admire his outstanding achivements in
enhancing the welfare of [ndian peasants and his ceaseless
devotion to the work of bringing peace on earth”,

— Kisakumeio - Tokyo,

People like Rangaji are extremely rare in this vast
counfry”. — 17, Stephen.

“What we need is more Rangas every where. A natiom
that has already produced a Gandhi, a Nehru, yes, also a
Ranga, has no cause for worry", — E. H. Trott (Canada)

“[ am captivated by his passion for the service of the
oppressed people and his urge for World peace”

~— Doneld Fleming (Canada)

""Andhra country has the proud privilege of having in
its midst the rural author and leader of the Indian peasant
movement', — V. V. Giri. Ex-President of India

I have a high appreciation of the work which he has
done and is doing on behalf of the oppressed classes in India.’’
— G, D, H, Cole,

«“Qut of 55 years of life, Prof, Ranga must have spent!
at least 35 years in work for the people”.

— Prof. A, G, Stock, M. A, (Oxon) in 19551
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According to K, V, Subbaiah, ¢He is an Indian Burk
constructive critic, saviour of democracy, apostle of working
class, Weavers relative, cnthusiastic leader, a pandit and a
superb writer",

The press in the world on various occasions praised his
services,

CONCLUSION

Thus, he inspired the people from various platforms of
Congress, Krishkar Lok Party (1951-55) and Swatantra Party
(1959-71). He never deviated from his original ideology of
¢Democratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj”. We can easily assess
his philosophic, sportive and practical political spirit, when he
accepted the verdict of the people in 1971 general elections in
which the Congress under the dynamic leadership of Indira
Gandhi got 2/3 majority, Every citizen of this universe especi-
ally the Indians are indebted to him, and wish many more
happy birthday ceclebrations,

We wholeheartedly offer our sincere felicitations to
Rangaji on the occasion of his 75th birthday,

Jai Hind

57‘-



Prof. RANGA as we know him

MARGARET ROUND, M. B, CH. B.
Flat 9, Woodland, Mottram Road.
Stalm Bridge,
CHESHIRE England
Sept 2lst, *74,

( An eminent Doctor of Salvation
Army served In India, [reland
and England)

Frof. Ranga and his dear wife Bharati Devi ware
known to me since my first arrival in Teluga country and
Nidubrolu at Christmas 1938, Over these years 1 have valued
their friendship and kindness.

How much they encouraged nervous and timid sick people
to come to our hospital for usto try to restore them to health,
how very really they identified themselves with all people, did
not stand aloof from enyone., We com: from other countriss
with our hearts full of desire and zeal to help the sick poor we
may be stationed among. In our ignorance of custom and inde-
genous religion, we must have made many and sometimes
grievous mistakes, Prof. Ranga and Bharati Devi were ever
tolerant and helped us to go the right way in our work among
the people.

In their particular work they travelled many thousands
of miles in all seasons, often %o personal discomfort with onec
aim~to help the peasernts, Prof. Ranga visited different countries,
England, Switzerland, Russia all with varied languages and
climates.he never hesitated.

I believe it was a special despensation from God - that
inspite of his different travelling from home in his work, he was
given the privilege of holding his dear wife in his arms as her
spirit passed from this life, God has sustained him in his
loneliness and given him work to de,

We pray for his continued health and further opportunity
to serve the people he loves and the cause he has given his
life for. ¥*



My acquaintances with Prof. RANGA

ELSIE MULLEN
28 Statham Avenue, LYMM

CHESHIRE, England,
Sept, 30, 1974,

I first met Prof. Ranga at the summer school of the
Workers Educational Association held at Bangor Univeristy in
1923, I was then IS5 years old and Ranga was a student at Oxford
University, During the Uriversity vacation, after being at the
suinmer school, he spent part of his holiday with my parents and
family at Chorley, Lancashire and did the same the following
year. On his return to India we kept up correspondence and in
later years when he was a delegate of Parliamentary Congresses
and delegations he often stayed in England for a few days and if
he was wunable to travel to our town, my husband and I met him
in London and stayed with him, On one of his visits he was
atfending a Pan-Asian Conference in Manchester which I also
attended and we were entertained by Mr. Kenyatte (now president
of Kenya)

On his visits to many countries of the world including
Russia and Japan he always wrote to me with a few description
of his work ther: and a very beautiful and marvellous word-

picture of the country describing the countryside and its people
and their way of life, My late husband Allam Cross was very
interested in his work and tried to help him a little, and
Ranga had a great regard for Allam of whom he was very fond,
He died in 1959 and ! have recently remarried. My present
husband is very interested in the letters I still get from Ranga and
would like very much to meet him, I wish it was possible for some
arrangement to be made for him t> revisit England and all the
friends he made when here.

My best wishes to you and your projects, My sympathies
and hopes are with you all. *



A TRIBUTE TO PROF. N. G. RANGA

K. R. KOSHTI, B. sC., (London)
Vice-President, All [naia Handloom
Weavers® Congress

Upright and active at Seventyfive
For the sinking folks he'll always dive,
His smile still generates

A feeling of happiness.

He was born to toil for others

For the motherland he ever bothers,
He is a friend with affinity

Patriot and leader with sincerity,
He lived a Guru’s life

Always supported by his wife,
Blessings that we all seek

He should a HUNDRED reach,

On the occasion of 75th birthday anniversary of Prof.
Ranga, it is a great pleasure to felicitate him and send my
heartiest greetings, Thoughts naturally go back to the past, and
old memories are revived, I had the honour and privilege of
working with Rangaji for over 30 years for the cause of handloom
industry., I was impressed with his charming manners, tact and
capacity of organisation. He has sincerity of purpose, pushing
nature, persuasive speech and holds outspoken views,

My first meeting with him was in Delhi at the Rural
Peoples’ Conference organised by him in 1945, He has devoted
and dedicated his life for the poor, oppressed and downtrodden,
and particularly for the farm:rs and the handloom weavers. To
be ambitious is human, but Prof, Ranga has been an exception.
He never ran after positions of power and profit, He gave up the
classroom platform for the public platform.

I am proud to consider him as my political Guru, friend,
philosopher and guide, When Rajaji founded the Swatantra Party
in 1959 and Prof, Ranga was elzcted its first President, I jumped
into active politics and at his instance joined the Swatantra
party. He proved to be a man with foresight, as after serving
the party as President, for almost 10 years, he resigned and
retired honourably, after which the party suffered a tremendous
set-back,

Prof, Ranga is still going strong and I pray for his long,

healthy and active life in the service of the nation, May he have
a sound innings to complete a century, *
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Prof. N. 6. RANGA : A Birthday Tribute

A. ESWARA REDDI,

M. A, (ECON.), M. A. (HIST), B. L ,
Ex-M, L, A, & Member of the S, V. University,
TIRUPATI,

November 7th 1974 will be remembered as a day of *REJO-
iCING FOR INDIAN PEASANTS AND KISANS’. Prof. N. G,
Ranga enters his 75th year. a year of diamond jubilee of a life full
of action and satisfaction. Nidubrolu, his birth place has bzcme
a pilgrim centre for all those who are interested in Indian peasants
and villages,

EARLY CHILDHOOD AND EDUCATION

Ranga had his early childhood in the salubrious climate
of the delta arez, The abject proverty of the peasants around
him influenced Ranga and his frame of mind to tackle the agriculs
tural problem for which he dedicated his life. Study of peasant
iife had become a passion for him ar.d striving for their betterment

a profession.

After his early schooling in Andhra Pradesh and Madras
he went to Orford for higher studi s, where he graduated himself
creditably and made himself a mastsr of Political Philosophy.

At Oxford he came in touch with the leading people in his
specialised field of activity. He also read extensively and began
to study the basic problems of the Indian economy, in relation to
Socialist Economics, Political economy became his favourite

subject,

RANGA AS A TEACHER
Ranga wrote more than 20 books on the conditions of the

Indian peasants, agricultural workers and economic organisation
of Indian villages and the need for farmers® Service Co operatives

8)
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and against Co-operative farming etc. and also about the
world role of national revolution and peasantry, He has also
established a school ‘Indian Peasants Institute’ at his home town
of which he is the principal teacher also and it has been holding
peripatetic sessions in different parts, His authorship of so many
books in realm of thought, his speeches in the Parliament on the
economic situation and political circumstances demonstrated his
academic wealth, shrewd intelligence and a special grasp of the
stuff ard problems of Indian democracy and its masses.

No fundamental reform can be separated from i lealogical
consideraticns, Economic emancipation could not be achieved
without political freedom because they are interdependent, So he
jumped into the political activity and found out thit the bess
suited political philosophy for India is the Gandhi:n philcsophy
On Gandhian philosophy also he has written a number of books
such as Gandhian Plan-Bapu Blesses-National Revolutionary
Path-Economics of Khaddar, Ranga has not only propagated
and interpreted the Gandhi tenets to the peoples of India but he
has also extensively toured in European countries and American
States. He is one of the leading exporents of the Gandhian phi-
losophy in the country like Sri Jaya Prakash Narayan, SriJ. B.
Kripalani and Sri Sriman Narayan. He is convinced that Gand-
hian philosophy is the best suited to the present situation in
India,

RANGA AS POLITICAL WORKER

With the conviction that economic activity cannot be
carried on without political backing, Ranga joined as long ago as
1930 the struggle for national independence. His industry and
foresight for the cause gave him due recognition and he was soon
made member of the Corgress Working Committee (1947-51) and
was unanimously chosen es leader of the Andhra Congress and the
head of the APCC,

Soon after attainment of Swaraj, he was disillusioned with
the Congress Party, He resigned from the Congress Organisation
in 1951 and foundzd a forum to serve the peasants and workers,
It was called Bharat Krishak Lok Party in 1951 (K. L, P.), He
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had also embodied his thesis for Peasants in his famous books,
“CREDO OF WORLD PEASANTRY, “REVOLUNTIONARY
PEASANT etc’” He was of ths opinion that ths agriculturists
form the basis and marrow of the Indiin economy and as a nation,
india cannot prosper without the prosperity of the farmers,
Ranga stressed India’s progressive impoverishment as a resultof
colonial exploitation by the British, If the same exploitation
of peasantry continues even after Swaraj we have no justification
to call ourselves a nation said Rangaji.

RANGA AS SWATANTRA LEADER

When Congress was in danger of being defeated by
Communists, he rejoined the Congress and helped it to regain
majority in Aadhra in 1955. Ranga was elected as the General
Secretary ¢f the Cengress Party in 1958, But he had to leave it
again on account of difference of opinion with Nehru on the
co-operative farming issue. So he joined Rajaji in 195) as
the founding leader principally for protecting self-employed
peasants and other masses, He presided over the conven-
tions held in Bombay, Patna, Ag a, Bangalore, Delhi and Bhuba~
neshwar in the years 1959, 1960, 1962 1964, 1¢656 and 1968 and
made a valiant effort to build a viable democratic opposition, His
experience, acumen and enthusiasm of an iconoclast were shown
in Parliament as a member of Lok Sabha and in his suceessful
fight for protection of small peasanis b:zlow ceilings from the
17th amendment. He was a terror to the Tresasury 8enches
whether as a leader of Congressmen or as Swatantra Party,
Several people have joined th: Swatantra Movement only on the
call of Sri Rangaji.

ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY OF RANGA

Low level of agricultural development in India and especi-
ally of Andhra, rural indebtedness, alienation of land, sub divi-
sion and fragmentation of land holding and impoverishment of
rural people pained his hearf. He persuaded people and farmers
to favour specialisation in crop production and move towards
higher value crops, But scarctiy of capital in agricultural
economy, shyness of Banking industry to finance and advance



32

leans, increase in landless labour were some of the weaknesses
in rural economy. Above all he enlightened thz farmers on the
need for making productive use of capital and advised them to
refrain from uneconomic social functions,

SUCCESSFUL DEMCCRACY

It is the individual who form the base of dem scracy, If the
farmer if forced into and organised on the collective basis hz has
to take orders from th: bureaucrat orthe clerk of the society or
the Collective farm and will have to depend on him for every-
thing and so he will not be able to exerciss his freedom or initia-
tive and will have to work machanically as a robot and depend for
everything on the officers and managers and thus democracy will
be jeopardised. The economic system in which the individual
peasant is not free to cultivate his land will be detrimental to the
society, So he wants the self-employed peasants to use service
co-operatives as their armour and aid,

The present economic iil- emphasise all the more the relevance
of Prof. Ranga's economic philosophy; and his demand for parity
between rural and urban people and d. centralised economy based
on self employment and co-operatives, History is rteplete with
instances of great persons who had sacrificed power or wealth
or both, But it is generally rare to find persons who had sacri-
ficcd personal popularity also for national or public causes
Ranga’s public career is a record of selfless service to his country,
His life is a sermon with a message for his time as well as for the
future,

May the Lord of the Seven Hills shower His choicest

blessings on ‘ri Rangaji for a suceessful and prosperous life. We
wish him many more returns of the day.

*



LONG LIVE RANGAJI

Sri N. K Ganapaiah,
Secretary General,
Farmers® Federation of India,

I am so glad to hear that Prof. N, G. Ranga’s 75th birth
day celebrations will take place on 7th November, 1974 at Chilaka-
luripet, Gnntur District, Andhra Pradzsh, through the organiser,
Mr, Kandimalla Butchaiah. Prof, Ranga is knowa very well all
over India as the champion of millions of peasants. He has been
working for the peasants during the time of Mahatma Gandhiji’s
campaign for independence to the country. Prof. Ranga was one
of the close associates of Mahatmaji,

Himself a peasant, owning a medium size plot of land in
Nidubrolu (A. P.) Prof, Ranga is an honest and straightforward
person, with a courage to face any difficulty before him. He is
the champion of the poor, specially the poor peasant and
agricultural labour, He has organised several compaigns on
behalf of the teeming millions throughout his life,

I knew him very well for the first time in the year 1959,
when he attended the First Convention of the All India Agricultu-
rists’ Federation and delivering his important speech when Sardar
Lal Singh was the President, He was closely associated with this
Agriculturists’ Federation for 2 years of its existence, when the
Agriculturists’ Federation unfortunately became defunct and
most of the prominent members of the Federation were closely
associated with the Swatantra Party, when it took its birth with
the inauguration by Rajaji on first of August, 1959,

1 came into very clo8e contact with Prof, Ranga, when he
was chosen the First President of the Swatantra Party by Rajaji.
Rajaji found Prof, Ranga to be the fittest to occupy the President.
ship of new party with a national alternative. He continued to be
the President of the Swatantra Party for full 10 years and at that
time, he came to Karnataka (Mysore) several times and travelled

9)
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with me throughout the State to contact people and organise the
Party. I was the President of the Swatantra Party in Mysore
State and once Prof, Ranga travelled with me from District to
District covering over 600 miles in 3 days, without minding the
difficulties encountered all along, He stayed with me in my
Harley Estate one day and had the opportusity to learn something
about the Coffee Plantation. He was very much pleased with the
good response he received everywhere. In 1967 elections,
Swatantra Party scored good success and Swatantra Party stood
second largest party in the Parliament, except Congress. Prof,
Ranga was the leader of the Party in the Parliamsnt throughout
and he brought liveliness to the Parliament with high level
debates along with eminent men like M/s M. R. Masani,
N. Dandekar, H, M, Patel, Rajmata Gayatri Devi, P. K, Deo,
Piloo Mody, Dahya Bhai Patel, Prof, Ratnaswamy, Prof, R. K,
Amin and many others.

Eventhough, Prof. Ranga was the Przsident of AIll India
Swatantra Party, he felt the neced of a strong farmers’ organisation
in the country functioning at all levels and encouraged me along
with Mr, M. R, Masani to start a farmes’ organisation,

Prof. Ranga is keeping close contact with me, giving
valuable suggestions for the improvemeant and strengthening of
the Farm:rs’ Federation of India, He is senior to me by 3 years
and I wish him many happy returns and look forward to receive
valuable help and guidance from time to time in strengthening
the Farmers’ Federation of India at all levels for the uplifiment
of the farming community of India, whose number is the greatest
in the world Prof. Ranga never ran after powers He could
have occupied a high place in Nehru’s Cabinet, but he chose
the path of providing service, outside the Cabinet in rural India.



A Sincere, Open-hearted Patriot

= Sri M. Chalapathi Rau.

Ranga was my first Professor of Socialism, Under a tree
in Royapettah in the Servants of India Society compound, I and
some other students listened to him, trimly and smartly dressed
in western clothes, as he thumbed the pages of books and
expounded socialism of the London School of Economics brand.
He did not know me or even notice me. But with my usual
interest in personalities, I studied him closely and was impressed
by his earnestness and friendly informaiity., This was in the
early thirties, when he was teaching in the Pachaiyappa’s college,

which was not rated high by Presidency College students but
contained many good teachers,

I also remember vividly Ranga’s lecture in the Y, M. C, A,
on civic problems, with Arcot Ramaswami Mudaliar in the chair.
A lucid and instructive lecture, full of criticism of the civic
administration, under the chairmanship of a former Mayor,
concluded with a rousing peroration. 1| had no doubt then that
with crusaders like Ranga, the city of Madras would be trans-
formed. 1 had high hopes of him, Here was a man of books,
immensely interested in practical problems.

It was when he renounced all prospects of a good educa-
tional career and was converted by Gandhi’s call and joined the
Congrees that | met him in the * Triveni® office in the presence
of Ramakotiswara Rao, that valiant editor of ¢ Triveni’, who
was encouraging. From then on Ranga grew tremendously and
was soon known as a second Prakasam, the rising leader of the
Andhras, 1 drifted away to the North and from there watched
the progress Ranga was making in public life. His assets seemed
to be punditry — he was one of the few political leaders who
loved books, disarming frankness, and earmestness of purpose.
Nothing in Indian public life seemed closed to him. So many
prospects were open, He was making a name for himself in the
Central Legislature of those days,

It is for someone who was close to him in those days to
write in detail of his career at this crucial stage. I met him
often when I worked in Delhi for a few years, on the eve of
Independence, and then he visited Lucknow, where I was work-
ing for long years, once or twice. I know he won the regard
of both Patel and Nehru, and fought some of Nehru’s battles.
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Later, history took a wrong turn and he fell out with Nehra.
I remember Nehru telling me that fRanga had written a long
letter to him making many complaints but only to say at the
end that he was resigning from the Congress That was. of
course, after he was deprived of his natural leadership of tha
Andhra Congress through the instrumentality of Sanjeeva Reddy.
I feel that if he had stuck to the Congress he would havs come
into his own and risen to the full height of his stature, I was
differing from him and criticising him often but it did not
disturb our personal realations.

The quality that has attracted him to me most through-
out the years is his open-heartedness, It has proved to be his
greatest handicap, but itis a rare, valuable and charming qua-
lity, With a little guile. he may have acquired and prospered
in office. But Ranga has not thought of public life in terms
of office or other rewards. He has been always interssted in
problems, political and economic, and never compromised his
convictions, This courage of conviction is auother quality thag
has attracted me to him. He has rejected ostentation and
money for his convictions and that has been very rare parti-

cularly since Independence. He has not been sour towards his
opponents and has not treated tham as enemies,

This old-time socialist could not have basically changed
even in his Swatantra days, He had nothing to do with money
bags. He was for a free peasantry but it is not the pesan-
tism of the Charan Singh type, His opposition was to totali-
tarianism and other such evils. His return to the Congress
followed irrefutable proof of the people’s wishes,

Ranga today should be atleast in Parliament, if not in
office, A Rajya Sabha seat could have been easily provided
for him. From there he could have given disinterested advice
and rendered public service. It cannot be that the talents of
a vetsran like him, with his record of sacrifice and work among
the people, do not deserve to be utilised in the service of his
country But Ranga, who often battled alone, will still battle
alone, and that is a part of his perpetually youthful interest
in the problems of the people, particularly of the peasants,

S



Not an Individual but an Institution

— P. Rajagopal Naidu.

The first Indian l:ader who realised that there must be
a colonial and Coloured Peoples Front to expose the explot.
ing character of the white people and helped to fight it suc-
cessfully is Prof. Ranga. He joined hands with Kenyata and
other African leaders and builtit up as a bulwork against the
exploitation of the British and other Imperialists, His
book, ¢Colonial and Coloured Peoples Front’ became ideologi-
cal weapon for the Colonial people to fight against the impe-
rialists,

The first person who has proclaimed that not only the
Capitalists, but also the Proletariat in the imperialist countries
join hands to exploit the people in the colonies is Prof. Ranga.
That is a great contribution to the contemporary economic
thought of the world.

The first leader who wanted the peasants of the world to
unite not only against the exploitation of the capitalists but also
against the communists is Prof. Ranga. He carefully studied
the economic system of Soviet Russia which was expropriating
the surplus value of the agriculturists for the benefit of the
managerial classes. That is why he fought against communist
ideology and resisted them in this country and especially preveat-
ed them from capturing the Government of Madras in 1952 as a
stepping stone to extend their tentacles over the country. He
once again foiled their attempt to capture the Government when
Andhra was seperated and interim elections were held in 1956.

He is the first leader in this country who organised the
peasantry and led a great movement against Zamindari system
and succeeded in getting it abolished which liberated lakhs of
kisans from tyranny of that system.

He is the first economist in this country to give an ideologi-
cal background for the movement to rehabilitate village industries

10)
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like weaving and he is the first leader to organise weavers and
other artisans and providing strong leadership to them,

He is one of the leaders in this country who advocated the
nece:sity of adult franchise and convinced Gandhiji in giving
voting rights to Harijans, Girijans and other down-trodden
masses, This helped them to use their vote as a weapon for
their betterment,

He is the leader who percieved a gr:at danger in unneces-
sary controls and fought against them and got blessings of
Gandhiji for his movement,

He is the only leader who wanted all to realise that the
Kisan is the centre of our economic system, and therefore he
must be strengthened and the neglect of the peasants brought our
country to this state of misery.

He is the first leader in this country who orgamsed politi-
cal schools to develop leadership even in villages as u result of
which many scmns of the soil and artisans became first rank
leaders,

He is the person who fought many a batt'e even though
his was a lonely furrow and was nevar tired of advocating what
he thought was correct and good to the country and to the
pesantry inspite of facing unpopularity at times,

He is not an individual but an institution by himself, He
is the leader who is adored and respected by the people at large
for his great sacrifice, unbending spirit and unchalangeble
integrity thovgh he kept himself out of power throughout his
career.

This is the seventyfifth birthday of that great leader and
on this precious day I am happy to recollect the past when he
led us from siruggl: to struggle and to take an oath once again
to always stand behind him wunder all circumstances and feel
proud to proclaim that I am his desciple.

* %k k



Shri Ranga: An Assessment and
Appreciation

by Prof. K, Satchidananda Murty
Andhra University

Shri N. G. Ranga was, I believe, the only person in Andhra
who after graduating from a British ivy league university and
teaching for some time in a Madras college joined the Indian
freedom movement, There were among the Andhra Congressmen
of those times a good number of advocates, mediczlmen,
journalists, writers and others, but Shri Ranga was then p->rhaps
cne of the very few intellectuals among th:m who thought and
expressed himself independently. He never mortgaged himself-body
and soul - to any one. He was a Gandhian, no doubt, but he
always attempted to interpret, develop and apply Gandhian
ideas in his own way, As a consequence, his loyalty to Gandhi
was often questioned and hence his political career and advance-
ment in the party did not receive encouragement from Gandai
and the orthodox Gandhians but his reputation for integrity and
conrage of convictions gained. Inspite of all odds, he was one
of the two or three Andhra Congressmen who became natioral
figures in the pre-Independence period and remained so in the
early years after Indesendence, Later while in opposition to the
Congress, he retained his national statuce.

The great achievement of Shri Ranga was politicization in
the thirties of a good number of young m'n belonging to the
middle and small peasantry in Andhra, belonging to diiferent
castes, as well as a few young men from the landless classes.
Through the political schools and camps he ran he trained them
to become effective workers : nd a few to become leaders. It was
mainly due to him that the Justice Party lost ground and the
Congress Party attract.d many followers amo~g the non-Brahmin
castes in Andbra. He was also probably one of the first to talk
of ¢ peasant socialism” and “ryot - coolie - praja raj” He was
undoubtedly the radical among Andhra Congressmen and an idol
of the Telugu- speaking youth in the thirties and forties He was
also perhaps the most popular Andhra leader for some years, I
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remember at one time some hotels, cinema halls. hair cutting
saloons, roads and beedies in the circars were named after him
and his photographs were to be found in shops and hotels.

His independent outlook and his desire to lead always and
not to be led prevented his getting unquestioned support from
the Congress High command, while local developments and his
incapacity to foresee them and manoceuvre appropriately made
him lose the Congress party leadership in Andhra Pradesh, and
his impatience sent him into the opposition. Thereafter he was in
and out « f the Congress party a number of times and could not
s ick to any particular parliamentary constituency, nurse it and
keep his hold on it. Though he was never a conservative, it was
his misfortune that he became one of the founders of a
national opposition party (the Swatantra) which, though really a
middle class liberal party, came to bz looked upon as a conser-
vative party, It was-apity that Shri Ranga, an early socialist, was
lured and kept captive by this party for years, But
his outstanding role as an opposition leader in the 2arliament and
as a fearless critic of pt. Nehru’s and later of Smt Indira
Gandhi's policies and administration made a contribution to the
consvlidation of democracy in India. No one except Shri
Rajagopalachari did more than him to warn the people against
the possibility of a single party and one-man rule in this country,
while adopting (and this is important) a Gandhian, national,
liberal and democratic point of view, But it must be said that
Shri Ranga often failed to appreciate the greatness, wisdom and
vision of pt. Nehru, and criticised him harshly aand unjustly a
number of times, and he also failed to see at the right time that
of all the available alternatives the party under the leadership of
Smt. Indira Gandhi was the best in the circumstances.

Subsequently Shri Ranga realised the futility of the
Swatantra way and wisely joined the Congress Party, Many
hoped that with his long experience, ability, scholarship and
integrity, he would become an elder statesman at the national
leveland have an important role in advising the Congress
leadership and in formulating national policies and programmes,
Shri Ranga’s friends and admirers have still good grounds for
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hoping that he will keep himself above all parochial and regional
movements, and operate at the national level only devoting
himself  to the strengthening of democracy, socialism
and secularism. He is uniquely qualified to do so, and if the
Congress leadership has the sense it should fully utilise this gifted
and outstanding patriot.

I have had the oppoitunity to know intimately a number
of Andhra Pradesh politicians and a few from other states, and I
have not come across among them a greater idealistand a more
ethical person, His sincerity, simplicity, courage and honesty are
unsurpassed among politicians. May it be given to some
politicians in our country to be advised and guided by him and
to emulate him in personal and public life,

( Prof, Rangaiji is a no-changer and adheres to the Gandhian
Principles even at the risk of Party discipline. He still enjoys
the confidence of the masses and is regarded as an idol of his
countrymen-Ed. )
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Prof. RANGA - A FEARLESS FIGHTER
FOR FREEDOM

Sri T. Prabhakar, . A,

Kar]l Marx was appalled at the alienation of the worker
from the fruits and products of his labour and at his being
transformed into a “thing” or a commodity by the capitalist’s
industrial mode of production and consequent social relations.
But his theory of class struggle and the perfection of class war by
Lenin have very surprisingly perpetuated the ¢thingification” of
human beings in the pursuit of the chimerical goal of a classless
proletarian society, The perversion of Marxist Philosophy and his
socialistic ideals in some countries have induced thinkers like
Prof. Ranga to research the values and to restate the objectives
and methods for the general advancement of people.

Prof. Ranga’s conviction is that the greatest good of man
lies nct in his becoming a soul-less, aim-less worker for an
abstract authority but that every individual shall out of his free
volition, work for his own good with his own initiative and by
tie least coercion of Government as is possible for a sell.employed
peasant and artisan They can and shall form their own co-
operative vunions for better efficizncy of their end=avours.
Labourers without any personal property, working in groups of
thousands in cities, on the management-lorded estates have no
stake in the preservation of machinery, production and developing
their personal freedom save to the extent of going on strikes or
going slow and getting more and more wages, The managements
also have usually no stake in any social progress or freedom and
welfare of their workers save that of making proiits, By mutual
agreement, the capitalist owner and the de-personalised labourers
can fix high rates and prices and fleece the consumers, For both .
money is the end value. it is only the land-owning, cultivating
peasants and small scale self-employed businessmen who are at the
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same time labourers functioning and managers on their own with
only a few workers as partners that have a value for freedom of
action, enterprise, thought and expression. If you do not preserve
these two sections of the population, then it is easy to bring any
type of dictatorship like Facist, Nazi, Communist or colourless,
merely power-oriented tyrannies.

Whatever the Prof. has done in his life was towards this
objective of strengthening these sections, Whether in Congress
or when he founded the Krishikar Lok Party, or the Swatantra
I arty this was at back of his mind. Few amongst our politicians
have dared to challenge the highest in defene of their convictions.
Prof N. G. Ranga in defence of his stand challenged Jawaharlal
Nehiu #nd even Bapu., He had paid a very heavy price but
very cheerfully. He wanted the leadership of the peasants to
come from themselves, He did not depend upon the elite.

Shri N. G. Ranga’s life, his struggles, bis endeavours,
his creations and his continuing fearlessness, his spurning of
power and pelf are testimony to his abiding convictions. Many
lesser men have adorned great and glittering positions of power
and influence But he treated them as trifles in comparison
to his lofty ideal of preservation of freedom,

He has established so many schools and so many Shibirs,
and trained huncreds of peasants and taught them the free,
democratic socialism of his conception. Whosoever have come
in contact with him in his school and in his movements have
come to love and like him as his own sons, There are many
prodigals but 2ll of them vow their spiritual allegiance to him.,
*“The spirit is willing but thz flesh is not”, they know this
and may be they may not foliow him in his battles butythey
grieve in his defeats and marvel at his tenacity, They pay private
tribute and indulge in public indifference silently praying for
his miraculous triumph, That the Professor still loves them and
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is happy at his sishya’s material success shows his majestic
generosity, He has now become our elder statesman,

Bharati Deviji had the spirit that sustained the Prof.’s
defiant deeds, Govind Vallabh Pant, and even Lal Bahadur tried
to win her over by inviting her into Andhra Cabinet and
through her the Professor to their causes. She was made of
sterner stuff. She spurred the Prof, in his independent ventures.
Itis a pity that in the evening of his life, Deviji is no more.
Prof. Ranga is a one-man institution in the country. Even his
bitterest critics and detractors have the highest admiration for

his fearlessness, courage of conviction and for his incorruptibi-
lity.

May God give him the strength and the health to teach
and preach amongst our men and inspire the new generations
to recapture the values and the ideals that he has been cease-
lessly struggling for,




Sri Rangaji — A Charismatic Leader
— Sri K. L. Narasimha Rao, Ph, D.,
Department of Geology,
S. V. University College.

Patriot, statesman, leader, parliamentarian, editor, writer
and scholar, Sri Gogineni Ranginayakulu, popu'arly known as
¢« N, G. Ranga’, is known throughout the world as the Father
of Indian Peasant Movement. Rangaji was born on Ngvem-
ber 7, 1900 at “idubrolu, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh.
He had his early education at Nidubrolu. He married Smt.
Bharati Deviin 1924. He sailed for Oxford where he took his
B. lit,, in Economics, besides diplomas in Social Sciences and
rolitics and returned to India, to become the chief Professor of
Economics in Pachaiappa’s College, Madras, Short lived was
his teaching life in orthodox university, as he had to plunge head-
long into active public life, on the call of Gandhiji. Since 1931.
he never looked back, and he was ever ready to hearken to the
cause of depressed, backward and suppressed masses, He had
the close association of Mahatma Gandhi, Rajaji, Nehru, Netaji
in Indian Freedom Movement. Many a time he was imprisoned
by the British «aj for his varied roles in satyagraha, and in
Quit India mevemsnts, Smt. Bharati Devi Rarga took the lead,
when Rangaji was in jail in the Pre-Independence days and
courted imprisoment,

Blessed by Gandhiji and based on his ideals and princi-
ples, Rangaji founded the ‘‘ Ramareedu Rural Insti.ute”, in
Nidubrolu, which in those days was the first of its kind in the
Country and people used to get training in political scicnce
and public administration. At various other places in India,
he started such political institutions — the summer and winter
schools and camps, anti-illiteracy campaigns, adult educational
institutions and citizenship colleges, to promocte education of
the masses. He has been carrying on this educational work among
public workers and inaugurated as recently as i4th Septem-
ber 1974, the Kisan School in Vuyyur, Krishna District,

12)
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Rangaji and Smt, Bharati Deviji worked for the uolift of
downtrodden people through the AIll India E xcluded Areas and
Tribes Association. Because of the strenuous efforts put up by
Rangaji and his associates, the new states of Meghalaya, Mizo-
ram, Arunachal, Himachal Fradesh, Tripura, Manpur and
Cachar could come into existence, for the benefit of Adivasis,

Even in the pre-War days itse'f, Rangaji and Deviji,
initiated the peasants struggle against feudalism and its votaries,
the Zamindaris and Maharajahs, He is a staunch bzliever in
self - employment in the fields of agriculture and handicrafts,
He strove for the betterment of workers in Agriculture, Indus-
try and Commerce, He propounded the nzed for the Minium
Wages Act (and minimum prices for agricultural producers and
Minimum Wages for agriculiural libour.) He never favoured
nor gave assent for comboulsive co-operative farming and he
was against Zamindari system, merchants and such other inter-
mediary agencies of exploitation. He pleaded for All India Orai-
nage, Famine and Flood Relief, Crop and Cattle insurance and
Health and unemployment insurance, He opposed all types of
exploitation of rural and self-employed masses by industrial
classes and nations.

Rangaji founded Bharat Kisan Sammelan, Rural Peoples
Federation, Handloom Weavers Congress, Village Artisans
Congress, [ribal Peoples Congress, Students and Youth Con-
gress etc., for the benefit of self - employed workers in various
walks of life. Rangaji fought tooth and nail for the representa-
tion of kisans and artisans in legislatures to promote the interests
of Peasants and Workers as far back as in 1936, He was also a
memb:r of National Congress Working Committee from 1947-51,

After Independence, irrespective of his political affilia~
tion, whether it be the Congress, Krishikar Lok or Swatantra,
he always promoted the extension of the activities of service
co-operatives among peasants, weavers, artisans, fishermen and
other self -employed masses,

As the Editors of * Agony and Solace” ( by Rangaji 1974)
have rtightly remarked the correspondence Rangaji had with
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international leaders show how he fought for the liberation
and welfare of Negroes and African masses. He staunchlv
advocated the liquidation of imperialism, old and nsw, and
fought for freedom for all coloured people and equal rights in
national and international spheres for the Blacks in Africa,
America and all tribal and suppressed people all over the world.
He was one of 1he founders of the International Federation of
Agricultural Producsrs, As a delegate Rangaji participat:d in
Conferences of Food and Agriculture Organisation, Copenha-
gen; International Labour Office, San Francisco; Commonwealth
Parliamentary Congress in Delhi, Canada, New Zealand, Con-
vention for World Government, Tokyo; Inter- Parliamsntary
Conferencs, Denmark, and Bulgariana Co-operative Conference,
1957, Sofia.

Rangaji deplored that the * Members of Criminal Tribes
had to carry ' Transit Chit* just as the peasants and intellectuals
had to carry in U S.S.R, China and other Communist Coun
tries, as they moved from State to State or District to District
and how the Police and Village Officials used to p:rsscute them-
To quote from ““Agony and Solace’’. "When I came across soms
Negro und:r-graduates in Oxford, Lonion and Sorb>rns Univer-
sities during 1920-26, I was tempted to enquire into their social
and cultural conditions. I learnt that their psople were also
being treated in the same horrible way in their countries bzing
confined to their reserves and obliged to carry transit chits when.
ever they ventured out of them into towns or other reservss,
That led me to understand how scores of millions of people were
being made to suffer in their own countries as our tribal people
and indeed Harijans. Having already been under the influence
of the teachings of Rammohan Roy, Vivekananda, Veeresalin-
gam, Raghupati Venkataratnam Naidu and Gandhi and as I had
wanted to woik for the freedom and uplift of oir Harijaas
Tribal people at home, so I took the initiative perhaps alone
among Indian students at Oxford to form at first The -Internatio-
nal Labour Group and later ““International and Peasant Group
from out of students from Africa, Amecrica and South America”
Thus in a self-less way he tried hard to serve the eternal cause of
humanity, His passionate championship of the suppresssd huma-

ity, irrespective of colour, creed or country is so inspiring. He
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opposed and condemned the American and Chinese aggression in
Vietnam and Tibet respectively., He prophesied the Sino Indian
war, similarly Indo-Pak conflicts of 1965 and 1971. His far-
sightedness was proved beyond doubt, but unfortunately the
time Government lostin realising this was really astonishing,

Rangaji has been doing active rtesearch on History and
Fconomics of India all these years besides being engaged in
intense politi cal campaigning, His role as an ideologue of Locial-
ist Democracy that is Gandhism is unique in Asia. In those days
when Communists who believed only in the inevitability of world
hegemcny, without any national barriers under Communiss
domination and when Capitalistic democrats decried nationalism,
as an impediment to international free capitalism and zs arelic
of (he past, he had the courage to prove, the nationalism has
an honourable, progressive revolutionary role to “play. through
his b.oks, 1) “World Role of INational kevolution, 2) Cutlines
of National Revolutionary Path and 3 Students and National
Revolution”. At the same time, he demonstrated his faith in
the “One World” ideal and the need for close internalional co-
operation and comradeship between all nations and esp:cially
in economic, and educational spheres, through bhis bcok
“Towards World Peace” and his participation in the work of
F.A.0,,1.L.O,UNESC.O,andE,C.A F.E,

In his latest thesis of 1972 on the ¢United Nations®’, he
has put in a stiong plea for the democratisation of the working
of the Security Council with better representation on it for the
third world, The experience of the Post-War has proved to the
hilt, the correctness of his the:is, that nationalism is a progres-
ssive force, imperialism must give way only to nationalism and
the one world of our dreams need not await the conversion of
the whole world into the totalitarianism of either capitalism or
commurnism. Indeed the emergence of two rival Communist
Super-Powers and plethora of independent Afiican, South
American and Asian States with their newly freed coloured
masses demonstrate the correctness of Rangaji’s thesis,

It is welil to i.emember that when Rangaji’s book **Colonial
and Coloured Peoples’ was published in 1946 with the blessings
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of Gandhiji for its plea for the recognition of the right of all
African peoples for complete national indenzndence; outlining the
programme for international co-operation and assistance for
their socio-cconomic development many an English and Ameri.
can democrat and Socialist questioned th: practical possibility
for such a hope, Yet, the subssquent developments in Africa
have proved how corr ctly, Rangaji has envisioned the world
needs and how he espouszd the cause of freedom of ali the colo-
nial peoples, in the true tradition of anti-imperialists from Lenin
to Brailsford and Bro.kway from George Padmore ( firmerly of
the Communist Party Polit Bureau)to Peter Abraham, the
famous novelist of South Africa,

Ranga has developed the credo for World Teasintry, just
as Marx and Lenin had provided "the credo for prcletariat, He
demonstiated how the industrial nations and d>minant capita.
Iist and industrial classes all ovar the world have been exploit-
ing- the agricultural masses and rural and seniurban peoples
through unfavourable terms of trade; that is, higher salaries,
wog s ard remuneration for the service oi indu-trial, ¢ mmarcial
«nd administrative cadres and classes and low r re nuneration tor
the production and services of agricuitural aad rural peonples,
So he declared that ‘any libera! frez-enterprise society, howecver
well fare minded or Commurist Society howev.r freedom-orien-
ed canpot be free irom the taint of exploitation until and unless
tnis age-long exploitation of peasants and other agricultural
and rural masses is put a: end to, through the adopti '\n of parity
between town and village and industrial - cum -com:nercial sectors
and agricultural cum artisan sectors, In arcceni speech Ranga
chserved *President Rousevelt indicated the way through the
New Deal of stepping up agricultural prices by 20% and Presi-
dent Kenreedy sugg:sied the lowering of tarifis by developed
nations to fucilitate tmperts of raw and basic commodities from
developing and agricultural co.ntries. But it is the oil-exporting
and emergent and dependent Arab natons which have struck
the long-needed shattering blow for the developing countries
2gainst industrially dominant peoples to force the world to rea-
iise the need for a more equitable terms of trade and better distri-

13;
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bution of world’s wealth as between the industrial and agricul-
tural nations and peoples”.

“Even in the Soviet-Countries of Europe, the position of
the agricultural peoples though getting better but leaves much to
be desired, since the principle of parity has not yet been accep-
ted and the notorious scissors of unequal exchanze relations
between the ¢ valuation of services of agricultural and industrial
sectors continue to be operative, though less and less sharply
and cruelly” said Rangaji when he was interviewed about the
relevance of the massage of his ‘Credo of World Peasantry”,
Both Capitalists and Communists have failed to liquidate pza.
sants, Communists have to recognise that peasants are as eter-
nal aclass of toiling massess as proletariat deserving the best
from Socizlist. Thus he is both the prophet as well as the
revolutionary political seatinal of the vast peasant and artisan
masses of the world.

When some friends of the ‘“Gandhi Marg’ magazin: posed
the question in 1973 whether democracy and socialism are not
incompatible he declared unhesitatingly that they can be cer-
tainly reconciled #nd must be helped to reconcile with each other,
He pleaded that all Gandhians should help democracy and socia-
lism to work as comrades in arms for the elimination of exploi-
tative institutions and influences and for the prevalance of social
justice in the mutual relations between all classes. Socialist
Countries without Civic freedoms and fundamental rights and
democratic countries without socialist basis and social justice
for their institutions cannot easure humane, non-zxploitative and
progressive social relations and institutions. Therefore Rangaji
§s at once a democrat and a socialist, Whenever and wherever
he finds the self-employmeni-economic freedom being its contem)
isendangered by any political indispensation, whatever name
it may be trading, he does not hesistate to fight against it.

His unbounded passion for the welfare of the toiting
masses and unquestioned loyalty to their causes were displayed
when he decided so heroically, after (he Indian masses have
demonstrated their demand for priority for ¢ Garibi Hatao”,
to join forces with Indira, who spear-headed that solgan and
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to advise his followers to join hands with her in moving towards
that end He exhorted Gandhians that they “‘ought to help our
democracy to raise its vision and revo'utioniss its institutions
and humanise the political approach of its leaders and thus meta-
morphose itself into Socialist Democracy, which can .meet the
world-wide and irresistible challenge that brooks no delay of the
Daridranarayana®’ to quote from ths ¢ Agony and Solac:”
P 600.

Marx declared ““that workers are the truz inheritors of
world’s wealth and future and exhoited ¢ Workers of the World
Unite* in his famous Communist Manifestc, Communists denisd
that right to peasants because they could not realise the pro-
gressive and historic significance of self-employment of peasants-
Rangaji exclaimed ¢* peasants of the world Unite ” and proclaimad
that the non-exploiting, self-employed psasants have as great a
claim on posterity as proletariat and in any free and just socie'y
they have as progressive a role to play in the future, Communists.
who have dontested Rangaji’s  thesis, for all these decades
believing in the nzed for and eapacity of Socialist societies to
liquidate peasints as a separate class have come to decide upon
organising a wo¢ld Union of Communist Peasants after having
failed to liquidate Communist peasantry even in Communist
Countries, Thus vincication came for Rangaji's thesis from
this decision of the peasant sections of the Communist delegates
from forty Countries which met in Moscow in 1973 during the
Diamond jubilee of Russian Revolution,

Many of his books or naw v'ry much sought after by
stud:nts, teachers an! researchars, both in India nnd abroad.
Rang ii is in a true way, a scholar and researcher. He is 4
voracious reader and a powerfui writer, Among the books that
cam: out since his collegs days were, ¢ Indian Adult Education™,
< BEconomic Condltious of zamindari ryots. ¢ Revolutionary
Peasants '*; ' History of kisan Movements ’, * Towards world
pcace?’,, '‘Colonial and Coloured peoples Freedom Frong™
““Fight for- Freedom »’, ¢ Bapu Blesses”, * Kakatiya Nayaks’,
“Credo of world peasantry”, World Role of National Revolu-
tionary ”’, '* Labour in south India® *'Communists and Kisans”
" Memoirs of Bharati dvvi”, “Good and Greatmen of India
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T have known »*, ' Experience of Indian Elections ™, * Life and
Thoughts of Political prisoner ** <Kisan Speaks’, ¢ Modern
Indian pe-sant ”’, " National Revolution” ¢ Economics of the
Handlcom »* * Feasant and co-operative Farming V, *’ Kisan
Mazdoor Praia Raj*’, and ‘Agony and solace *

The recent publication of Rangaji entitled * Agony and
solace ', published by kisan publications, Nidubrolu (1974) is
worthy of special mention, It includes some of his corresoond-
ence with Indian leders like Gandhiji, Nehruji, Patelji, Rajaji,
Rajend a prasadji ete, and foreign digiitaries like Geerge Pad-
maore, Lord Brockway, Dinah Stock, Fabians, Tomo Kenyatta and
Dr Du Bois etc,, The documents codified in this book indicate
the stature and value of his multifarious public activities during
the past 40 years in national and international spheres espzcially
on the Kisan, Mazdoor and Buddhijeevi fronts, This volume
bears testimony to the tireless, determined and public-spirited
efforts that Rangaji has been making to salvage humanity from
the bondage of ail kinds and raise the status of human beings of
all climes, celours and creeds., On the whole this book reflects
his many facted personality including his va'uable -« bservations
and aesthetie appreciations. He fought against imperizlism,
feudalism and achizved success in high-lighting the constructive
and Socialist rols of the *elf - employed masses.

Rangaji is a true Gandhian Socialist, He reiterated his
present political stand in his book, ¢ Agony and Solace *’; that
the blcodless revo'ution planned by Smt. Indi a Gandhi is prefe-
rable to a revolution through bloodshed which would be inesca-
pable *if it is allowed to fail.”

RANGAJI'S TRAGIC LOSS

Smt. Bharati Devi, affectionatley referred to as Deviji,
was a sincere comrade, noble companion and a d:voted wife of
Sri Rangaji. But for her sustained efforts and meticulous care,
many of Rangaji’s books and his Worthy deeds could not have
seen the light of the day, She was a firm believer in Rangaji’s
mission of humanism, Much of his correspcndnece and docu-
meents should have fallen prey to police seizures and white
ants and 1ats, had she not xept a vigilant eye for nearly forty
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long years and preserved them as priceless treasures fo be passed
on to the successive generat ions, to authentically relate the facts
of their times and their sustained efforts to fight for human jus-
tice and freedom and against exploitation of the rural people by
urban classes and by imperialists, Alas! All of a sudden Deviji
was summoned by the Creator of Universe on 2i th September,
1972 to the utter dismay of her friends, disciples and relatives
and inconsolable sorrovy of Rangaji and irrevocable loss and
even to-day Rangaji hardly passed a day without making a refe-
rence to Deviji, constaatly acknowledging the inspiration he
used to dzrive in everything he had done in every sphere of
life,

It would be gratefully acknowledged by generations to
come how he championzd the right of African and Asian peoples
for national freedom, Even if nothing else of Rangaji’s achieves
ments are remzmbered the Country will not ,forget its debt to
him for his unique and pioneering role in the cause of peasants,
Working Cla-ses, Weavers, Artisans, Fishermen and other self-
employed masses and of the suppressed humanity of the worlg
for whose sake he risked and staked his life. Rangaji has worked
tirelessly in the service of humanity as an ascetic in the true
spirit of Gita,

“‘Thy right is to work only. but never to its fruits
let not the fruit of action be tiy motive’

nor ler thy attachment be to inaction"’.
— Gita 11, 47,

GM TAT SAT
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How | view Rangaji with Open Mind:

— Pingali Purnachandrarao, B. A,,

Friend and cuide of Peasants

Is ringing Runga's voice for humanism.
To all Men and ryots near; Ranga is,

So to all Ranga is dear.

Farm is forum to Ranga
Farm is form ot Ranga.

WHO is Rangaji? Rangaji is all of us, all of us are Pangaji
because he is for poor peasants and workers who. are the back-
bone of the country’s economy.

To all men ryots are near dear,and to all ryots Rangaji
is dear and near; therefore, to all men Rangaji is dear and
near,

RANGAJU'S support and ferveur for ryots is quite
rational and realistic, as the services rendered by ryot to the
society are extensive and indispensable, Whoever wishes well
and works for ryots are dear to Rangaji, even as whcever wish,
wait and pray for rain are friends of farmers,

To certain Communists, managerial workers in ary organi-
sation do not appear as real workers as they do not regard
managements as work at all, but to our Rangaji all those who
serve and manage the agro-industry and co-operate with ryots
according to their capaeity are all dedicated workers,

Rangaji desires that Service Co operatives ought to be
organised to strengcthen the self-employed peasants by providing
the economic advantages of large-scale organisation and sccial
benefits of freedom and collective counstls and mutial co-
operation. He wants to save agriculturists, both the land-owning
and the landless from the evils of totalitarian and managerial
oppressions in their daily socio-economic activities, as plan=
ners, producers, workers and managers on their small-farms.

I cordially wish Rangaji will grow and live to be a
Centenarian, enioying good health and good cheer. *



My Association With Rangaji

As a friend and a contemporary of Prof, Ranga
in Japan, I am immensely satisfied to know that his follo-
wers and associates are organizing celebrations to comme-
morate his 75th birthday and of his life-long devotion to Indian
Peasant Movement and Gandhian socialism.

My asscciation with FProf. Ranga is a mod.st one which
started when he stayed with us for about two weeks on a Tokyo
visit to attend a conf:renc: of World Federation movement some
20 years ago. The impression he left on my family mostly sm.ll
children then, and mysz1f was too deep to forgst, however,

We remember with a sence of respect an unassuming and
simpl: way of his life, how he wrote a mass of corr spondences
to his friends in India and elsewhere with an amazing speed and
the constant attention he paid to the well-b.ing of Mrs, Ranga in
India, At night he would comverse till late with visitors and
membe's of my family about the ideal of World Federation,
world peace and India's problems.

I am 84 years old now and have retired from the business
I own, but lead a contented life with my wife, Six children Prof,
Ranga befrie’ ded have all grown up : the three boys carry on
my family busin.ss, the three girls married to an Educational
official, a journalist and businessman,

Not knowing much about politics, J believe nonetheless
that the kind of active commitment, as represented by Prof,
Fanga, to a radicil sociai change for the benefit of the toiling
masses and peaze in every land must be taken up and carried on
by younger ganerations. The peed for it is evzn grater than
before, just to think of the vast sufferings brought on by the
simultaneous infation aod slump, the undiminished temptations
for use of force and the sorry state of leadership in maay coun-
tries, if not in India.



Rangaji and his saga of Service
— C. Nagabhushanam, B. A

To-day all the friends and followers of Rangaji millions of
them both in India and abroad, who are of all shades and spheres,
join as one man to felicitate him and pay him homage on his
75 th birth-day, and fondly, fervently wish him many more
returns of this happy and hallowed day.

Their love for him is so abiding, Apart of his dedica-
ted, distinguished and signal service and sacrifice in the cause
of Country's emancipation, and apart from his superb intellec-
tual calibre, manifest in his facile writings and persuasive
speeches, they love him for his sterling characier, and his tower-
ing moral stature, which is at once inspiring and imposing.
One striking virtue is his spartan simplicity, simple living and
high thinking As a man, he is candour itszif, He is like an
open-book.

This paradoxically, brought him friends and foes alike.
But the charm of it is his foes are political and not personal.
They respect him highly but fear much. for, he would do what
he said, forge ahead undaunted and undeterred with the unflagg-
ing drive of a zealot. But they never hate him, for, there is
nothing clandestine or shady about his strategy or manoeuvring
His movements are in the open and made known, His weakness
lies, if weakness it is, in his belief in human nature and his pre-
sumption that everyons: is a gentleman unless he is proved to b
the contrary. And this his political opponents exploited to the
full and brought about political land-slide for him, They
were understandably over-joyed over the easy succcss of their
fell-machinations, but their joy and elation were pitifully short-
lived, for, ke rose miraculously, in the esteem of the millions of
his fiiends and followers who rallied round him in the manner
of a live-fort,

His faith in democracy and humanism is infectious. his
love of the self-employment of peasauts, artisans and educators
is ideologically inspiring,
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What on earth could shake, much less shatter, a
moral force which is Ranga in flesh and blood, who by sheer
dint of his character self-effacing and life-long signal sacrifices.
caived for himself a niche in the temple of patriotism and service
and in the hearts of the teeming millions of people of rural India?
He is a force that can subsist on itself and grow toweringly out-
side the portals of power.

And now Rangaji’s distinct and distinguished contribution
to the national cause of emancipation is the rura! revolt stirred
up against the foreign rule, the mobilisation and marshalling
in the historic march towards freedom of the teeming millions of
rural India, who are not merely a major force by virtue of their
numerical stiength in the country, but who are also basically a
force to reckon with by virtue of their b:zinz self-employed and
hence self-dependent and economically self-sufficient,

How Rangaii roused these masses, shook them from out
of their state of utter disarray and inspired them to fight for the
freedom of our country and rallied them around Gandhiji and
the Congress in the fight for national freedom,

May Rangaji worz for many more years still under the
edifying influence of the balmy blessings of that saint of Sabare
mati and saviour of the nation for the establishment of the Welfare
s tate, which is much sought afier, but is yet to come,
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Salute to Ryot Bandhava - Prof, Ranga
Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Ex. M. P.

‘1 am very glad to learn that Prof. N, G, Ranga’s 75th
Birthday Celebrations Co mmittee is going to celebrate Ryot
Bandbava’s 75th birthday on the 7th November and bring-
ing out a Souvenir depicting the various aspects of Prof. N. G.
Ranga’s life.

Late Swami Sahajananda Saraswati, late Shri Indulal
Yagnik and Ryot Bandhava Prof, N. G. Ranga are not only the
veteran freedom fighters of this country but they are the fathers
of the Indian Peasant Movement and All India Kisan Sabha. In
buflding the Kisan Movement and Kisan Sabha all over India
Late Shrimati Bharati Devi Ranga had helped us a lot and we can
not forget the services of the worthy wife Shrimati Bharati Ranga
when we recollect the eventful public life of the worthy husband
Prof. N. G. Ranga, When at this juncture, we needed her
noble and self-less services to build a happy, prosperous and
socialist India, she left Prof, N, G, Ranga and us for the other
world,

The Ind ian peasantry numbering about the 85% of the
Sixty-Crorej people of India, cannot forget the services of Prof
N. G. Ranga and Shrimati Bharati Ranga.

I had been working in the Kisan Movement and the Kisan
Sabha since 1934 under the able and inspiring leadership of Prof,
N. G, Ranga, Swami Sahajananda Saraswati, Indulal Yagnik and
Shrimati Bharti Ranga! When Shrimati Bharati Ranga was the’
President of the All India Kisan Sabha in the beginning of 1942,
I was its Secretary. During 1942 Quit India Movement®
Shrimati Bharati Ranga had helped us in freedom movement and
sheltered me at Nidubrolu when I was absconder,

Prof. N, G. Ranga as a Professor, Congress leader, freedom
fighter, Kisan Sabha Leader, Central M. L. A, and M. P, had
always championed the causc of the Indian Peasantry, working
class and the backward class people of the Indian Society,
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Prof. N, G. Ranga and late Shri Annapurpaiah the then
President of the Andhra Pradesh Forward Block had joined Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose the greatest Revolutionary leader and
greatest socialist leader of India and helped him in organising the
All India Forward Block and All India Anti-Compromise Confe-
rence at Ramgarh (Bihar) and in fighting the then Right Wing
of the Indian National Congress who wanted to make compro-
mise with the Britishimperialists,

On behalf of about five lakh living freedom fighters all
over India, [ salute Prof. N. G. Ranga and wish him a long life
of 150 years to lead the Indian peasaatry and the working class
people of India for the speedy establishment of Kisan Mazdoer
Raj, the Socialist Republic of India.”’,




EVER TO THE LEFT

G. N. Rao, M. B. A. (USA)

Editor in chief **Vahini’

Prof, Hiren Mukherji, the veteran parliamentarian and pro-
minent CPl leader’s remark (which is published in ihis souvenir)
that Prof. Ranga has been ever to the left is avt regzrding poli=
tical role of this great Ind'an Feasant Leader Rangaji has been
a man welcoming change, a change always for the betterment of
the people. He has been a man of progressive ideas whether in
educational, political or social field,

It is so difficult to write abeout him as he is known so wel}
and to so many people. Pecple knew him mnot only through his
perscnal contacts wlich are innumerable, bui also through his
speeches and writings - a record whieh no other Andhra leader of
this eminence could excel,

Rangaji has been the e arliest leader in India who had given
the call for the abo ition of Zamindari S:stem, Mahatma Gandhi
tock it up later as Congress slogan ard had secn to its implemen-
tation. He not eonly prepeunded the theory of abol.tion on
Zaminderis and all other system of intermediaries but ulso
courted arrest and faced risks of physical- violence when he
organised the pea‘ant movements in Venkatagiri and Bobbiii
Zamindari aress of Andhra Pradeth and in other parts of the
Country, He has teen a Socialist throughout He bad organised
Student and Youth movements; Kisan ard agriculiural labour
Conferences, Handloom Weavers and Backward Class movements
etc. on a npatirnzl scale  Describing the role of Prof, Ranga,
the publication entitled <K isan Mazdoor Fraja Raj” published
by the Indian Students Congress, Madras 1946 had this to say
*'Prof. Ranga A Socialist, is now the President of Andhara Con-
gress, an able speaker and a prolific writer and is best suited to
explain and interpret the id:ology of Congress, He helped in the
re-organisation of Student ranks atter 1947, in the form of Stud-
ents Congress ™’

Prof. Ranga has been achampion of Colonial and Coloured
Peoplesrights in their stiuggle against imperialism and fight for
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freedom, He had organised freedom movements in collaboration
with people like Mr, Kenyatta for Natisnal independsnce and
freedom of suppressed peoples in Aisa and Africa, Prof. Ranga
in his book on ¢Students Rcle in Colonial Revolution and
National Congress’ published in 1947 emphatically urged the Stud-
ent community all over India to accept the leadership of the
Indian National Coangress for ths liberation not oaly of India
but also of the suppressed people all over the world,

DEMOCRATIC SOCTALIST

He is a passionate champion of democracy, To prepare
forits success, he has fought [or aiult franchise for Indian
masses and got Mahatmaji and the Congress to accept itasa
plank in its political platform, To ensure that adult franch'S\e
would come to be used by the masses in an intelligent and pro-
gressive manner, he has worked {or the spread of literacy, adult™
education and library movement, Yo strengthen the adult
education and help masses to undsstand and exercise th:ir demo-
cratic cpportunitizs and rights, he has pripagated his plan for
publicasion of cheap litzrature and wide circulatirn of world
famous Classics on demscracy, by persuding the UN,E.S, C,0,,
U. 8., and U, K. Publishers with the help of Mrs, Roosevelt,
Attlee, Boyd Orr etc. to spread paper-back books on mass
scale, Thrice the nascent Indizn democracy was thrzatened
with subversion in Madras in 1952 and in Andhra in 1953 and
1955 and Rangaji came to its rescuz 2ndi saved it, by combin-
ing the Krishikar Lok Party, which he was l:zading, with the
National Congress. It is again to strengihen both d=mocracy
and socialism, that he was decided to join forces with the mass:s
who have voted for «“Garibi iHatae” slogan in 19%(, 1972 and
1973 elections to various State Assemblies,

In all his books whether in “ the Modern Indian Peasant’
or * Kisan Speaks® or ¢‘“History of Kisan Movament® or
‘Revolutionarvy Peasanats’ or more than 30 other bouks h: had
always one .objective in mird i. e, welfare of self-employed
peasants rhrough the road of socialism and fundamental free-
dom and rights of all toilers, Not only leaders of popular move-

16)
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ments_but also scholars hail him, in all continents &s one of
the leaders of this age.

If one goes through the correspondence Rangaji had with
the world leaders over a period of 40 years of his public life,
even a layman can get an idea of how Rangaji conducted himself
in public lie in the cause of humanity, He served ths national
c:use as well as the cause of the whole suffering humanity. His
beok ““Agony and Solace™ published in September 1974 is rightly
titled ‘as it throws so much light on what amount of ¢Agony”
Rangaji had gone thm}:gh during his political career for
the achievement of freedom of the masses and for the uplift of
peasants and suppressed classes and “‘Solace” he derives over
the achievement of some of his object'ves and fulfilment of
programmes. Africans, Asians and latin Americans, were cham-
pioned by him. He finds great satisfaction in the liberation of
all Colonial peoples from imperiulism and all States peoples of
India from the princely autocracy because he has fougbt for
their freedom standing shoulder to shoulder as it were with
Gandhi. Inehru, Kenyatta, Padmore, Lenin and Marx, This book
has been rightly dedicated to moth:r Bharati Deviji who had bzen
a source of strength and fountain of love not only to Rangaji,
but tc all of us, in the Kisan and Muzdoor and national and
democratic movements and whose nobie presence we all miss so
much on this occasion of Rangajis 75th birth-day,

Rangaji rode many a storm in his live through sheer
will power Let us all pray that he continues to serve the people
with his characteristic zeal and enthusiasm as ever and almighty
will give him enough strength and health to serve the people
beyond a century.




Prof. N. G. Ranga -

Father of Kison Movement of India,
P. Jagadeswara Rao, M. A,

Prof. N, G, Ranga is one of the most prominent among
our national leaders that fought for the liberty of our motherland.
His life has been a song of sacrifice and suffering. Heis one of
the be:t parliamentarians of our country and his role as President
of the Stats Congress Committee or as Chairman, Krishikar Lok
Party or as the Chief Architect and Chairman of All Tndia Swa-
tantra Party is most fascinating as he has rendered superb service
in all these capa:ities to the various organisations, Above all he
is throughly henest and he is one of those few leders who sacri-
ficed their entire lot for the sake of the country, He is a true
follower of Gandhiji. His services to the Indian Kisan Move-
ment are praiseworthy. In his entire career and in his fight
apainst the Foreign Government he was ably assisted by his
Srimati, Bbaratidevi. He displayed matchless boldness and
courage when he opposed Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru when Panditjj
was at the zenith of his fame and power,

Acharya N. G. Ranga, the foremost among the leaders of
Indian Kisans, was born in A. D, 1900 in Nidubrolu then a part
of Krishna District, to self-respecting and reli gious-minded
parents, Gogineni Nagayya and Atchamamba. Professor and
his brothers were brought wup by their wuncle Sri Pamulapati
Ramaswami and Smt. Lakshmi Devi who bequeathed their whole
property to Rangaji and his brothers. But for this, Rangaji
might not have gone to Oxford in August 1920, He returned,
and joined the staff of Pachiappa’s College in August 1927 as
Professor of economics, Three years later in 1930 he resigned
and plunged into the national movement

Since his early school days Professor Ranga has evinced
keen interest in social problems and has acquired high degree
of proficiency in Telugu literature. His critical outlook and
his outspokenness has made him the real leader of the masses
in the best sense of the term. He has exhibited remarkable
organisational abilility as President of Andhra Pradesh Congress
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Commiitee and latter displayed his indomitable ‘will in 1952
when he organised the Krishikar Lok Party with indefatigable
energy. In this great political adventure he had the unstinted
support of his loyal follower: Sardar Gowthu Lachanna, Kandula
Obula Reddi and the Late N, Rama Rao Gorrepati .Venkata
Subbaiah, whose love and esteem for Professor Ranga is unbou-
nded. Rajaji’s icvitation to Rangaji to form and Jead the
Swatantra Party is a glowing tribute to the dynamic leadership
of Professor Rang:, Even though Swatantra Party could not
succeed in replacing the ruling Congress, it has succeeded 1o 4
very great extent in voicing the legitimate grievances of our
people in and outside Parliament and protecting small-holders,

Professor Rangajiis a great writer and he has to his credit
a number of werics like 1 Fight for Freedom’, “The Credo of
World Peasantry”, *The Kakatiya MNayaks of Warangal®’ and a
number of other works ou Economics and Politics, His “Fighg
for Freedom™ is a modern classic among autobiographies, His
Credo of World Peesantry’ bears eloquent testimony to his untir-
ing efforts to improve the lot of the Indian peasants, As leider
of the peasants he voiced their problems at many international
conferences and be was the first leader in Andhra to organise
political schools for inculcating political consciousness among
the Kisans and the youth, “It wasin those hectic pos:-war
years” writes proffessor Ranga, of 1921-°23 when Guild Socia-
lism was inspitring majority of Socialists of the Democratic West
that I made bold to inform Messts G, D, H Cole, 1. N, Brains-
ford, Page Arnot, R. Falme Dutt, Henry Clay, Radford and
others that India has bzen carefully hugging the ind:psndant
artisans by their crore: and nursing their guilds.”

His contribution to the Nation ¢+ a member of the Centrat
Legislature from 1235-'52 and later as a member of th: Parliament
was equally distinguished,

I wish him many more happy returns, «



Prof. N. G. Ranga —
a self-less Gandhian

— Sri B. Satyanarayana, B.A,
Editor : Birthday celebratioas souvenir

Professor N, G, Rangaji is a well-known leader of the
masses and he is precisely admired as Kisan Bandhu. He
is neither a rich land lord nor a poor peasant, He received his
education in his native district, Guntur. and went to England
for higher studies and qualified himself as a Master of Re-
search in Economics and Social Studies in the famous Oxford
University, From his student career onwards he had an inqui-
sitiveness to apply his theoritical knowledge to the practical
problems of his country, Himself being an economist first and
foremost and having been born in a family whose main occu-
pation is agriculture, it is but natural that he should adopt an
attitude to devote much of his time for the betterment of the
agriculturists, the Kisans, especially in his own country, India,
a predominantly agricultural country where more than 80 per-
cent of its population depends on agriculture, Ttis no exagge-
ration to say that if the lot of the kisan is improved, the condition
of every other artisan and labour will automatically improve.
Rangaji was proud to have been clubbed with N, M. Joshi and
Giri as the Triumvirate of labour Champions,

“Prof., Ranga™ as Rajaji observed, ‘‘is cne of our excep-
ticnal men whose concern is the happiness of our people and not
one’s own advantage,”, He isnot an oppertunist as he is some-
times misunderstood by the ignorant public on account of the
vile propaganda made against him by some of his unscrupulous
political rivals as and when Rangaji stood invulnerable in their
way of exploitation and criticised their policies and harmful
theories,

Rangaji is a man of strong convictions but is in no way a
diplomat to sail with the winds. He is a true disciple of Mahatma
Gandhiji and a firm believer in the Gandhian principles, He

17)



66

cared more for tbe strict observance of thc Gandhian principles
and whenever the Congress, in which he was an active and pro-
minent member for more than three decadzs and suffered impri-
sonment on several occasions, did not abide by those sacred
principles, he did not hesitate to go out of it. He is bold enough
to express his views with no fear or favour and at times most
candidly, only to fight for the right. He was a close associate
of great leaders like Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel. Netaji, Praka-
sam_ Pattabhi, Rajaji and many others in the Indian Freedom
Movement, Both in the Congress Working Committeze and
Parliament he gave a stern fight {or the cause of the Kisans and
Pandit Nehru declared that “how can peasants be neglected
when Ranga is in Parliament,” He had to change parties not for
position or fortune but only on account of his steadfast concep-
tions and beliefs. - He came out of the Congress to organise the
Krishik Lok Party, He left Swatantra to rejoin the Congress,
All this is due to his main motto of serving the masses in a better
and more effective way,

As a Professor of Economics he made a thorough and exten-
sive survey and study of economic conditions of not only our
country but also some of the European and eastern couatries
which he happened to tour many times in connection with the
organisation of the Peasant Movement, He is a patriot to the
core and when Mahztmaji gave the call to boycott colleges,
courts and offices Rangaji resigned his Chief Professorship of
Economics in the Pachiappa College and became a faithful
follower of Gandhiji nearly half a century back, and had since
then played an active role in shaping the country’s destiny in
various capacities ; as a Parliamentarian, member of the Working
Committee of the All India Congress, President of the Andhra
Frovinicial Congress, and also a member of foreign delegations
to Farmers and Labour Conferences etc., deputed by the Govern-
ment of India. Heis one of the Founders of the International
Federation of Agricultural Producers and International Peasant
Union. He is rightly called the Father of Indian Pesant
Movement,

Rangaji used to oppose .the controls in general and tried
his best to liberate the kisans from compulsory procurement and
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police persecution, He organised the All India De-Control Day
much to the embrassment of the [National Government,
Pandit Nehru offered him the Ministry of Food and Agriculture
in the Central Cabinet but Rangaji volunteered to render all
" assistance to Government if it adopted the de~control policy by
remaining outside the Cabinet Then Mahatmaji announced that
*Ranga would prefer to be outside the ring to protect the Kisans
from the breaucratic pandits”. - “and he knows how to persuade
the kiszns to give up their surplus food grains.,” Mahatmaji had
a very high opinion of Rangaji and paid him glowing tributes
when he declared that <*Ranga is my expert, and he is a Kisan™,

Rangajiis a social worker with a loving heart for the
suffering, During the days of famine and pestilence hs and his
devoted wif2, Smt, Bharati Devi, peasants-oriented Gandhians
and genuine patriots toured all the affected areas and helped the
needy with food and clothing and fodder for the cattle by organ-
ising famine relief centres both in Rayalaseema and costal Andhra
Districts, Bihar, Orissa and Rajasthan, They moved both the
Central and State Governments and utilised the official machinery
for the quick and efficisnt distribution of necessary articles of
food and shelter both to men and cattle.

Prof. Rangaji is a good writer and author of many standard
works on rural economics and on National and Colonial Free-
dom Movements, His latest book ‘“Agony and Solace” throws
much light on his life mission, aspirations and achievements.
To quote Masurkar of Gandhi Smriti ‘it represents the chur-
nings of a great patriot’s heart ata crucial state in India’s
history. [have rejoinzd over it*, It may be appropriate to
quote the publishers of the book that ’‘the contents of this
volume (Agony zand Solace! are a testimony to the tireless, deter~
mined and public spirited efforts that Rangaji has been making
to salvage humanity from the bondage of all kinds and raise the
status of human beings of all climes, colours and creeds, He is
indeed a man of the masses and an arch-humanist and Gandhian
revolutionary”,

The credit of running summer. and winter schools and camps
to promote the education of the masses as a means of anti-illite-
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racy campaign and adult education, which since became an all-
India political feature, goes to Prof, Rangaji who trained many
youths of many states and made them competent workers, and
who later on came to occupy many responsible positions both in
the cabinets and administration of legislatures and in public life.

Rangaji is a man of sterling character and a dedicated ser—
vant of people. He is a nishkama-yogi greatly influenced by the
teachings of Vivekananda, Rama Mohan Roy, Veeresalingam
and Gandhiji. Even at the ripe age of 75 years he is as energetic
and enthusiatic as ever, anxious to spend the span of his life in
the cause of the poor and voiceless. His birthday celebrations
successively and successfully celebrated year after year provs the
enviable plece he occupies in the hearts of his ‘countrymen, He
is loved and respected by one and all with no difference of party
affiliations and communal distinctions, May he live long to
enjoy the high esteem of his countrymen, continuing to be the
torch-bearer of the Kisans, in whose emancipation alone the
prosperity of Bbarat rests,

Jai Hind - Jai Kisan
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